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The Bob Peterson Meritorious Award 
 
This award was created to perpetuate the 

memory of Robert E. Peterson, a charter 
member and co-founder, who dedicated his 
talents and knowledge to make our Reatta 
Division a reality. 

 
Barbara Peterson announced the first recipient of 

the ‘Bob Peterson Meritorious Award’ at the 
Annual Meeting of the Reatta Division in Batavia, 
NY. As one of the original founders of the RDiv., 
Bob had devoted many hours to his hobby helping 
others by reaching out with information and 
instruction so all could enjoy their love for the 
Reatta. 

 
Nancy Eaton was selected to receive this award 

for her dedication to the Reatta Division. In 2000 
she took on the Secretary/Treasurer duties and with 
it the challenge to follow in the footsteps of 
someone who had set a lofty example. At the time 
the intent was to break out different aspects of the 
duties and bring in additional talent to lighten the 
load. Of course, it didn’t work out as planned, the 
club continued to grow and the time involved 
continued to mount as more duties and details were 
needed. As the Reatta Division is now over ten 
years old and three hundred members strong, we are 
implementing Bob’s original organizational ideas 
and getting more people involved to keep the Reatta 
as a highly coveted collectible. 

 
While writing this article, it became apparent that 

there has been very little publicity about Nancy and 
how she became interested in cars. As usually 
happens, she fell in love with a guy who had a 
strong interest in cars. Attempting to become the 

primary interest in his life, she had to learn all about 
the competition. Forty-five years later she is still 
learning and enjoying the challenge as more and 
more people vie for information from her guy. 
During those years, two daughters came along and 
were initiated into the realm of the automobile. 
Now, two grandchildren are capturing that 
knowledge as it is lovingly handed down. 

 
Nancy has always been a service oriented person, 

spending most of her career in the banking business, 
serving the community through various service 
projects, golf tournaments to raise funds for cancer 
research, and was selected Kiwanian of the year. 
So, you can see details and organization have been a 
part of her projects for quite some time. Even 
though she has orchestrated the division of these 
various duties, you will continue to see evidence of 
her continuing interest in the inner workings of the 
Reatta Division. 
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Director’s Column 
by Domenick Clemente 
 
As I write this article for our Fall Newsletter I’m a 

little sad because soon my Reatta will be placed on 
jack stands, the cover will go on and it will be 
resting until next spring.  This year in retrospect 
was a very good year for the Reatta Division. 

 

 
At the 2005 BCA National our Division had one 

of the largest member turnouts.  We had a total of 
41 registered cars, 25 for judging and 16 displayed.  
We had many of our members volunteer for judging 
and, upon reporting for assignments, had to backfill 
for some of the other classes.  Our welcome table in 
the host hotel lobby was always busy and manned 
mostly by our lady members.  We guys get a pin 
when we judge and our cars get awards when they 
are judged.   I think in gratitude our helpful better 
halves should be honored.  Not only do they put up 
with us and our toys but also volunteer to help. 

 
Some of us who arrived early were able to visit 

Bob Popyk’s house for refreshments and snacks in 
nearby Syracuse.  Bob also set up a visit to Chuck 
Parry’s collection of Reatta memorabilia (a 
phenomenal display).  From there we went to a 
local cruise-in to check out some hot rods and 
classics that weren’t Reattas.  Bob’s finale also 
included dinner at The Waterfront Tavern where he 
treated us to dinner -  “Thank You, Bob”!  

Our “6th Annual Rendezvous” was very well 
planned by Linda & Jim Finn, who at their own 
expense and time had taken a trip out from 
Minnesota in advance to make sure everything 
came off without a hitch.  I was very proud when all 
our Reattas lined up in front of the host hotel to 
begin our Rendezvous.  We had a great turnout with 
a final seating count of 71 dinners at Tillman’s 
Historic Village Inn. 

 
One of my biggest highlights of the entire meet 

was at our annual meeting.  Through the efforts of 
Bob Neumann, Barbara Peterson was able to attend 
and present the first annual “Bob Peterson 
Meritorious Award.”  Bob also secured the awards 
and gave a very touching speech at the meeting.  It 
was a great honor for your elected officers to select 
Nancy Eaton as the recipient.  Nancy ranks as one 
of my favorite people whom I contact often for her 
valued opinion.   Bob Peterson was one of the 
founders of the Reatta Division and Nancy has done 
so much to keep it going!  She has always been 
there for the Reatta Division and has agreed to serve 
on the newly created “Board of Advisors” along 
with Carole Madsen and Bob Neumann. 

 

 
At the Meet Awards Banquet, our newsletter was 

among those recognized with an “Award of 
Excellence” certificate. 

 
Continued on page 6 
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The BCA Senior Preservation Award 
by Bill Landers 
 
Several months ago, I was asked to write a short 

article describing the BCA Senior Preservation 
Award, perhaps because few members of the Reatta 
Division were receiving the award. Before I had 
even begun to write, I received the August 2005 
Bugle with a very nice article by Mike and Nancy 
Book describing the various BCA national show 
awards. 

 
As background, there may be some who are not 

aware of the agreement between the BCA and the 
RDIV that allowed all Reattas to be formally judged 
under the 400-point system at national meets 
beginning in 2000 at Richmond, VA. Under normal 
BCA rules, which require cars to be at least 12 
years old, only 1988 Reattas would have been 
eligible that year. However, part of the agreement 
also stipulated that Reattas were not eligible for the 
senior award until they met the 12-year 
requirement. Therefore, only 1988 models were 
eligible for the senior award in 2000, the 1989s 
became eligible in 2001, etc. 

 
BCA national meet awards include the following:  

·  Bronze award for cars scoring 355 to 369 points 
·  Silver award for cars scoring 370 to 384 points 
·  Gold award for cars scoring 385 to 400 points 
·  Senior award for cars scoring 390 to 400 points 

with no mandatory authenticity deductions. 
 
As described in the Books’ article, each of the first 

three awards consist of a medallion in the 
appropriate color, featuring a 1904 Model B under 
one of the lighted arches in Flint, MI. The 
medallion is mounted on the plaque or trophy 
chosen by the host chapter for that year’s show. The 
senior award consists of a round gold medallion 
with a blue outer circle and a multi-colored tri-
shield in the center. 

 
Once a car receives a senior award, it is no longer 

eligible for any of the above awards. However, the 

car is eligible for a senior preservation award, 
which it may attain by scoring 370 points or more at 
a future national meet. The initial senior 
preservation award is a very nice etched glass block 
mounted on a walnut base. Subsequent awards 
consist of a brass tile containing the tri-shield and 
the year of the meet. 

 
A little research (i.e. back issues of the Bugle) 

showed that prior to 2005, only two senior 
preservation awards went to Reattas. As previously 
stated, only 1988 models were eligible in 2000, and 

none received a senior award at that meet. At the 
2001 meet in Buffalo, NY, 1988 and 1989 models 
were eligible, and three 1989s received the senior 
award. Thus, 2002, in Kokomo, IN would be the 

 
 

Continued on page 6 
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Technical Update 
by Barney Eaton 
 
Each month I attempt to share something technical 

about our cars. Since most features are the same for 
all four years, the information applies to almost all 
owners. 

 

 
 
The sunroof was available all four years of Reatta 

production; however, roughly 15% of the cars left 
the factory with one. So the following does not 
affect all of you Reatta owners, but may help those 
that have sunroofs. 

 
For the proper operation of the sunroof, push the 

button to open and the back pops up then stops. You 
need to push it again to get it to slide open. If yours 
does not operate this way you probably have a bad 
relay, but that alone is probably not worth pulling 
the headliner to replace. 

 
The Reatta sunroof was made by Wabasco. They 

still make sunroofs today and parts may be available 
from dealers that install their aftermarket sunroofs. 
However, Wabasco also made an identical sunroof 
for the Mazda RX-7. GM does not service the 
sunroof parts, only a complete replacement unit, but 
your Mazda dealer will have parts. Ask for parts for 
a 1986-1989 RX-7 sunroof. 

 
Local wrecking yards are a good source for the 

RX-7 sunroofs. Just this week a Reatta owner 
purchased the entire unit for $100. Not a bad price 
when one of the cables cost roughly $160. You can 
use the RX-7 with only a couple of modifications, 

but you must use your original Reatta painted top 
panel.  

 
There are two cables that open and shut the 

sunroof. They are the most common failure. 
 
When working on the sunroof, the GM manual is 

worthless. My very friendly Mazda dealer made 
copies of the parts manual and the repair manual, 
both much more informative than what GM offers. 

 
If you own a Reatta with a sunroof, I suggest some 

preventive maintenance: In each corner of the 
sunroof frame you will find a drain. With a flexible 
wire, make certain they are not plugged. If you 
think you have a problem, try blowing them out 
with compressed air. After you have checked the 
drains, try pouring a cup of water in each corner to 
verify that the water drains freely. The car should be 
on level ground to do this test. The seal around the 
sunroof opening doesn’t really seal out water….the 
opening is larger than the frame below it and any 
leaking water falls into the frame and drains out the 
corners. If your headliner is wet, you probably have 
a plugged drain. 

 
Next, clean and lubricate the track, guides, pivot 

points, and cables. This is not an easy task with the 
unit in the car but you can get to most of the 
mechanism and it will surely help. You will notice a 
spiral wrapped cable (looks almost like the outside 
of a choke cable) on both sides. This is the cable 
that pushes and pulls the sunroof open and closed. 
You will notice it goes into a tube at the back, the 
tube routes the cable to the motor. If you liberally  

 
Continued on page 6

Call John for prices on all 
Reatta parts. 

You name it, I have it! 
(810) 234-2190     chaslh@aol.com  
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Logo Wear Items 
 
We have been fortunate to work with a very 

accommodating vendor, Creative Designs and 
Embroidery, who provide most of the logo wear 
items.  They digitized the sunburst logo in a 
distinctive color combination that outshines any 
others.  Owner Sheila Harris is willing to handle 
special order items or adding the logo to items you 
may already own. 

Presently you may select a golf shirt, short or long 
sleeved denim shirt, hat or stadium blanket with 
either the sunburst logo or script logo. 

 
 

You will find an order form in this newsletter to 
place your order.  Carole Madsen has volunteered to 
process the logo wear orders and will be able to 
answer any questions.  

 
She can be reached at:  

email   caroleorlandpark@aol.com 
phone  708-349-8878 
or mail your order to: 

14560 S. Oakley Ave. 
Orland Park, IL 60462 

 
 
 

She’s A Lady 
 
To all you single men and women Reatta owners; the Reatta is now not just a specialty automobile but also a 

social-life enhancer.  The newsletter editor recently received this photo and accompanying story: A Reatta and 
sailboat owner from St. Paul, Minnesota noticed a red/tan coupe, identical to his, in a parking lot.  He parked his 
car “kissing” hers (a portent of things to come?) and awaited her return. When she returned they had a delightful 
conversation, decided to meet again and maybe go for a sail. Seems “You have great taste in cars” has usurped 
“Haven’t we met somewhere?” as an introduction. Moral of the story :  Keep on Cruising! 
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Continued from page 2  
Director’s Column 
 
I am looking forward to the 2006 BCA National 

Meet, July 12 – 16 in Rochester, Minnesota. 
 
If you will be attending, I urge you to make your 

hotel reservations ASAP.  Many of our members, 
me included, made our reservations at the Batavia 
meet.  Donna Syrdal, the show chairperson for the 
2006 Meet, recently contacted and advised me that 
rooms are selling out fast.  Our “7th Annual Reatta 
Rendezvous” should be as good as or maybe even 
better than this year since Linda and Jim Finn are 
now seasoned planners.  Plus, the meet is in Jim’s 
own state of Minnesota close to where he lives.  Jim 
has asked me to urge you to sign up for the Elmer’s 
Tour offered by the Host Chapter.  The Rendezvous 
will start upon everyone’s return to the hotel. 

 
It was a pleasure to see many of the regulars at 

this year’s National Meet: friends that I had missed 
at the 2004 National Meet in Plano.  I look forward 
to seeing all of you and more new faces in 
Rochester, Minnesota! 

 
 
Continued from page 3 
Senior Preservation Award 
 

first national meet at which a Reatta could win a 
senior preservation award. At that meet, a 1989  
owned by Jim Piro of Wilmington, MA became the 
first (and only) Reatta to win a senior preservation 
award. 

 
Also at the 2002 meet, five 1990 models received 

senior awards and became eligible for senior 
preservation awards in future years. The 2003 meet 
in Flint was not a judged show so the 1991 models 
missed their first chance at a senior award and older 
models missed a chance for a senior preservation 
award. At Plano, TX in 2004, only one Reatta won 
a senior preservation award. However, one 1990 
and three 1991 models received senior awards. 

 
 
 
The results for 2005 haven’t been printed in the 

Bugle yet, however, my recollection is that there 
were several new senior preservation winners and 
one repeat senior preservation award. 

 
That etched glass trophy looks nice on the mantel. 

So if you’ve won a senior award, go for the senior 
preservation at the national next year in Rochester, 
MN. Or, if you’ve missed a senior award, request 
your judging sheets from past shows. You’ll then 
know what to fix or improve upon to get that senior 
award next time out, then on to the senior 
preservation in the future. 

 

Chuck Parry’s garage of  
Reatta memorabilia 

 
 
Continued from page 4 
Technical Update 
 

coat the cable with oil, then open and close the 
sunroof, some of that oil will get inside the tube and 
help lubricate the cable. 

 
If you have a sunroof that is not operating, you 

will probably need to remove the headliner and pull 
the complete unit. This is not a big deal, and once 
out of the car, it is possible to replace broken cables 
and do a much better job of cleaning the assembly. 
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Reatta Division - Buick Club of America 
Officers and Key Division Positions 

 
Director:   Assistant Director: 
Domenick Clemente  Jim Finn 
22 Smiths Lane   2503 Becks Road 
Commack, NY 11725    Duluth, MN 55810 
631-543-3892    218-628-2690 
reatta_div@msn.com  jfinn@cpinternet.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer:     Newsletter Editor: 
Ed Farnell             Nancy Eaton   
440 Langford Road        20111 Deerfield Dr.  
Blythewood, SC 29016       Georgetown, TX 78628  
803-896-4448           512-869-5114   
Reattaclub@aol.com        reatta@texas.net  

     
 
Reatta Division Address: 
Reatta Division 
Buick Club of America 
Ed Farnell 
440 Langford Rd. 
Blythewood, SC 29016 
 
Reatta Division Web Site Address: 
http://www.reatta.org 
  
 
Reatta Web Road Master: 
Roberta Vasilow 
6186 Torrey Road 
Flint, MI 48507-5302 
810-655-8277 
rvasilow@comcast.net  

 
 

Judging Committee 
Stan Leslie, Chairman 
236 Cross Creek Boulevard 
Rochester Hills, MI 48306-4565 
248-656-6626 
stanleslie@comcast.net 
 
Denny Manner   Chuck Sekrenes 
11503 S. Linden Road  2405 N. Vassar Road 
Linden, MI 48451-9409  Burton, MI 48509 

810-735-7974 
810-742-0318 
SEK3@aol.com 

   BCA Technical Advisors – 1988-1991 Reattas 
Barney Eaton   Art Kaufman 
20111 Deerfield Dr.  806 Brookside Lane 
Georgetown, TX 78628  Milbrae, CA 
512-869-5114   650-583-8966 
Contact 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. CST FAX 650-583-8966 
Barney@texas.net  Contact by mail, phone 
     & fax 
              artsauto7@cs.com 
 
Membership and Division Information 
 
Membership 
Reatta Division membership dues are $10.00 per year. 
Membership is for a twelve-month period. 
Make checks payable to:  REATTA DIVISION, BCA  
 
Please note that a pink highlighter mark on the RDiv number on 

your mailing list means that your Reatta Division dues are due or 
overdue.  In order to continue receiving the Reatta Division 
newsletter, your RDiv membership status needs to be current.  

 
Send all dues payments to (RDiv# on check): 
Ed Farnell, 440 Langford Rd., Blythewood, SC 29016. 
 
Reatta Division Membership Requirements 
All Reatta Division members are required to be members of the 

national organization, the Buick Club of America, of which we are an 
authorized division. 

 
Please note that a blue highlighter mark on the BCA number on 

your mailing label means that you are not a current member of the 
Buick Club of America.  BCA dues are due or overdue or you never 
became a member of BCA, in which case a BCA membership form is 
enclosed.  In order to continue receiving the Reatta Division 
newsletter, your BCA membership status needs to be current. 

 
The national organization can be contacted as follows: 
Buick Club of America, P O Box 360775, Columbus, OH 43236 
 
Reatta Division Address Changes 
Send all address changes to the Secretary/Treasurer 
Ed Farnell, 440 Langford Rd., Blythewood, SC 29016 
Classified Ads and Newsletter Submissions 
Send to: Nancy Eaton 

 20111 Deerfield Dr. 
 Georgetown, TX 78628 
 reatta@texas.net 

 
The Reatta newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Reatta 

Division, Buick Club of America. 
Reatta Division Meeting Dates:  We normally meet once a year at 

the BCA National Meet. 
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REATTA DIVISION 
c/o Nancy Eaton 
20111 Deerfield Dr. 
Georgetown, TX  78628  
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