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Over the years Buick held many sales contests to 
stimulate sales.  Some were wild and crazy and 
others really reflected superior sales and quality 
customer handling.  It depended where the contest 
was dreamed up; Zone, District or National.  Na-
tional programs like Select Sixty were well thought 
out, mainly fair to all dealers, and the rewards to 
the winners well worth it.  Contests were lots of 
fun. 
 
The General Managers Select Sixty was a prestige 
program as it recognized the top 60 Buick dealers 
in sales volume.  Buick’s General Manager hosted 
the meeting in the spring of 1988.  We were flown 
to Tucson, AZ to enjoy several days in meetings, 
golf and discussions with other Buick dealers.  At 
the farewell dinner we were awarded special Select 
Sixty blazers, a model of the Reatta and a specially 
allocated Reatta.  
 
My Reatta was a 1988 black coupe with a specific 
Select Sixty hood emblem.  The Reatta arrived at 
the dealership before I returned from the trip and 
the hood emblem was attached to the Reatta.  I 
drove the Reatta a few miles and then sold it as Re-
attas were in very high demand at that time. 
 
The dealers loved the Reatta and strongly recom-
mended  Buick to build a convertible.  I was a high 
volume Reatta dealer as Louisville, KY is a great 
convertible market.  It was painful to see this car 
struggle as it’s MSRP was not acceptable to most 
Buick buyers.  The company cars sold at Buick 
only auctions were priced more competitively and 
sold well.  The hot price for a current model con-
vertible in 1990 and 1991 was about $30,000. 
 

The Reatta remains one of the nicest Buicks ever 
built.  We toured the Craft Centre often and the 
employees did all they could to help us.  This was a 
special time at Buick as Ed Mertz loved the mar-
quee and all it’s history. 
 
I was proud to have been a Buick dealer for over 
25 years. 

 
(Editor’s Note -  Tom Payette is a long-time mem-
ber of the Reatta Division who still locates the oc-
casional Select Sixty to allow our members to en-
joy these special cars.  We appreciate his com-
ments on the Select Sixty program.) 

The Select Sixty   by Tom Payette 
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Director’s Column 
by Domenick Clemente 

I ’m sure by now some Reatta Division owners 
have experienced snow or at least freezing weather 
where you live.  When I saw the snow coming 
down the other day, I was glad that my car was 
stored and winterized a few weeks ago. 
 

The year 2006 promises Reatta owners more than 
just the Buick National and our annual Rendezvous 
and membership meeting to get together.  April and 
Ron Gill are planning a Reatta Homecoming to be 
held in Lansing, Michigan on September 15 -17.  If 
you can make this outing, I’m sure their efforts will 
make it an unforgettable experience.  For more de-
tails contact April and Ron at Wwdhms@aol.com. 
 
Have you considered running for a Reatta Division 
officer position?  This will be my second year, 
along with Jim Finn and Ed Farnell as officers, and 
we would like to see some other members have the 
privilege and opportunity to serve.  When changing 
the guard, so to speak, we and others who have 
served are always ready to help if necessary so a 
transition would be easy.  Another source of help 
would, of course, be the Advisory Committee. Who 
could ask for a more knowledgeable group than 
Bob Neumann, Nancy Eaton and Carole Madsen. 
 
In 2006 Barney Eaton will also be running for a 
second term on the BCA Board of Directors.  It’s 
definitely a plus to have our Reattas represented by 
such a dedicated Buick aficionado and Reatta Divi-
sion member.  As we all know, Barney has done so 
much to preserve our cars and, as a Reatta Techni-
cal Advisor, always makes himself available when 
we need that helping hand.  Additionally, he over-
sees all Technical Advisors for the BCA.  When 

you receive that ballot in the Buick Bugle, I en-
courage you to vote for Barney Eaton and make 
sure you return the ballot on time! 
 
At our annual membership meeting in Rochester, 
the 2nd annual “Bob Peterson Meritorious Award” 
will be given out to a worthy recipient.  Start think-
ing about who you would like to nominate for this 
award, keeping in mind its purpose; “to perpetuate 
the memory of Robert E. Peterson, a charter mem-
ber and co-founder, who dedicated his talents and 
knowledge to make our Reatta Division a reality”.  
Send your nominations to Ed Farnell at reatta-
club@aol.com with a reason why you would like to 
nominate this individual.  Hopefully, Barbara Pe-
terson will once again be able to join us as the 
award presenter. 
 
I actually expect to see more Reattas in attendance 
at this year’s National mainly because it is being 
held more towards the center of our great country.  
If you haven’t secured a room yet, the Hilton Gar-
den right down the street may still have some 
rooms available.  Some have even told me that it is 
actually a nicer hotel then the Kahler.   
 

Also, something very unique are the air-
conditioned skyways and sub-walkways between 
the major hotels and the convention center.  The 
entire swap meet area will be located in the con-
vention center, also air-conditioned. 
 
I wish all a Healthy, Safe and Happy Holiday! 
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I never thought about having two cars.  I had trou-
ble enough keeping my 1985 Chevy S10 going.  It 
was a fine truck; my first and only new automobile, 
but now it needed a new engine.  So, I needed an-
other car while it was being repaired. 
 
My friend had a sister who had a car for sale in 
California.  I saw the photo; how elegant it looked, 
hee hee, yes, what a woman looks at, and also, how 
the seat adjusted.  I am only 4’10” and had to put 
wood blocks on one used car’s pedals and also 
welded my Chevy truck’s bench seat up so I could 
see over the dashboard and out the windows. 
 
So, I flew to California with a friend and we drove 
it back.  As another friend once said to me, your 
driving is erratic, not erotic, erratic, unpredictable.’  
So I decided not to attempt driving alone on fast 
California highways compared to slow Arizona 
ones. 
 
A month later the past owner wanted my car back.  
She said she could not find another that was bigger 
and just as nice.  ‘Too late, ’I said, ‘the car is regis-
tered in my name and I am in love with my Reatta.’ 
 
I loved looking at the book, the pens and all of the 
unique and personalized makings included with my 

Reatta.  However, once I discovered parts were dif-
ficult to find, I went into panic mode until I began  
receiving the Reatta newsletter.  I cut out and keep 
in a file folder all of the how to sections should any 
of these repairs be necessary to my car.  And, with-
out Barney Eaton and Jim Finn, I would have no 
expert instructions by email and phone to protect 
and reassure me, the innocent female collectible car 
owner. 
 
I work on the rough barrio sides of town and once I 
noticed little gangsters eyeing my black, sleek Re-
atta.  I now leave her home under cover and take 
my truck, instead.  I use my Reatta for out on the 
town and driving out on the road.  Wow, driving 
her on the highway feels like I am a pilot on an air-
plane.  She simply flies down the road. 
 
And, last but not least, I love my Reatta because 
other drivers stare, astonished , as I roll down the 
street.  Everywhere I park people/men walk up to 
ask about her.  Yes, the Reatta roams in seductive 
ways and I love my Reatta. 
 
 
(Editor’s note:  Raquel, owned by Betty Wittels, 
Tucson, is a low mileage 90 black coupe with red 
(burgundy) interior, sunroof and 16 way seat.  Like 
most men, Betty doesn’t worry about the decreased 
headroom the sunroof takes.  The 16 way seat al-
lows her adequate adjustment to enjoy driving her 
favorite car.) 

Meet Raquel 
by Betty Wittels 

The BCA Board meeting will be held in Kissimmee, 
FL, February 24-25.  As several Reatta Division 
members live or winter in Florida, we are hoping to 
get together for a meal.  If you are available, send 
Barney or Nancy an email and we will keep you in-
formed of the time and date.   

BCA Board in Florida 



4 

 

Technical Update   
by Barney Eaton 

 

A few newsletters back, I talked about Reatta ex-
terior colors and interior choices.  I don’t think we 
had space to go into detail on that subject and quite 
frankly, I was going to talk about the ’90-’91 heater 
control, but could not find my spare for pictures.  
Maybe next issue. 
 
Over the short life span of the Reatta there was a 
pretty consistent selection of exterior colors:    
White (40), Bright Red (81), Black (41), Silver 
(13) and Claret Red (burgundy) (76) were available 
all four years.  The number following the color is 
the paint code. 
Pewter Grey (87) was used in ’88-’89 and changed 
to a different shade called Gunmetal Grey (85) in 
’90-‘91.  The blue for ’88-’89 was Sapphire Blue 
(83) the only Firemist color used on a Reatta, in 
’90-’91 it changed to Maui Blue (23).  Driftwood 
(33) was added for 1990 only.  Driftwood was 
dropped at the end of ’90 and Polo Green (48) was 
added for ’91 only. 
 
I might as well talk about Polo Green; rumors per-
sist of a Polo Green convertible being built, but like 
the Lock Ness monster, it has never surfaced, and 
if it was built, it may have been a 1992 prototype 
and later scrapped.  All Polo Green cars came with 
Tan interior and my records indicate that there 
were 120 green coupes built. 
 
The wide side molding on the Reatta came black 

UNLESS the dealer checked B84 on the order 
form.  In that case the side molding was painted the 
color of the car.  This was a no-cost option. 
 
The pinstripe was available in 8 colors except in 
1991, and one was dropped.  The order form sug-

gested the pinstripe match the interior color when-
ever possible.  However, it appears if you wanted a 
blue stripe on a red car, it could have been ordered.  
The pinstripe color is re-
corded on the Ser-
vice Parts Informa-
tion label in the 
trunk.  Option code 
YL6 was the pin-
stripe delete option 
and a small percent-
age of Reattas were or-
dered that way.  All o f 
the 1990 Select Sixty 
convertibles were 
built without the pin-
stripe. 
 
Now for the fun:  The Product Manual and order 
form listed the exterior/interior color choices.  For 
example, a white car could be ordered with any of 
the four interior colors (tan, blue, grey or red).  We 
have found a few “color over-ride” combinations.  
The best example is Bright Red 1990 cars with red 
(burgundy) interiors.  This combination was not 
listed in the literature. 
 
Then in 1991 when the red interior became Flame 
Red, that interior choice was not listed for Claret 
Red but a few have surfaced.  There are some 
slight variations each year, for example, a grey car 
is listed with red (’88-’89), blue (’90), grey (all 
years).  So were there any ’91 greys made with 
blue interior? 
 
When I purchased the 1991 Maui Blue coupe for 
Nancy, I started researching all the cars of that 
color and discovered that there were two coupes 
made with tan interior, but the books show only 
grey and blue interiors being available 
 
Keep your eyes open for these odd color combina-
tions and let me know what you find.  
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On Batavia and Rochester  
 by Jim Finn, Assistant Director 

Last year at the national meet in Batavia the BCA 
did not schedule specific tour events, rather, every-
one was encouraged to tour on their own or in 
small groups to the many local attractions.  This 
left Thursday afternoon open for us to have our Re-
atta Rendezvous start early in the afternoon and we 
were able to travel to Ridge Road Station and then 
on to Tillman's Inn for dinner. 
 
For 2006 the National meet will be in Rochester 
MN and several group tours are being planned.  On 
Thursday, there is a scheduled bus tour to Elmer's 
Auto and Toy Museum.  I would encourage every-
one when sending in your national registration to 
sign up for this bus tour.  We will leave the host 
hotel for our Reatta Rendezvous shortly after the 
buses arrive back from Elmer's and then travel to a 
nice restaurant for dinner and conversation. 
 
I have been to Elmer's and it is fantastic.  At 
Elmer's you will see over 100 classic, antique and 
muscle autos dating from 1910 throughthe1980s.  
Motorcycles, including antique Harleys, Indians, 
Cushmans, Vespas, Doodlebugs, Wizzers and 
many more.  Bicycles, high wheel bikes and riding 
toys, including Gene Autry, Donald Duck and 

Coca Cola bikes, Irish Mails, tricycles and wagons.  
The museum houses one of the largest collections 
of pedal cars, airplanes and pedal tractors in the 
world; over 700 on display.  
 
There are 1000s of toys dating as far back as the 
1800s.  This collection includes cast-iron, pressed 
steel, tin wind-ups, Japanese tin, and battery oper-
ated toys along with over 350 antique dolls and a 
room full of antique tools.  
 
There are also vintage stock cars, go-carts, coupes 
and midget race cars and an extremely rare Polaris 
Star Car.  They even have a 1929 Model A Ford 
Phaeton in the living room of their home on dis-
play. 
 
Before the next newsletter I will travel to the Roch-
ester area and find a find a nice restaurant within a 
short driving distance and have more details on the 
Rendezvous at that time. 

Reatta Marketplace—Cars and Parts For Sale 
 

 

 

 

1990 Red Reatta coupe, tan interior, 76,000 mi. ABS brake system rebuilt. Headlight drive rebuilt. New 
radio antenna. New battery. Good original paint except for hood repaint due to chips. Cold AC. 76,000 mi. 
Val or Seth, 610-385-4813, 220 Wawa Rd. Wawa, PA 19063 (east of Philadelphia, PA). 

1990 Blue coupe, blue interior, 175K, headlights and antenna need help. $3,500.Seattle area.  Call Jeff Cor-
nish, 425-422-9527. 
 
1990 Reatta convertible.  Maui blue, blue interior, new white top.  Factory CD player.  Meticulously 
maintained 82,000 miles, excellent in all respects.  Always garaged.  Asking $13,500.00.  Call Ed Farnell at 
803-754-6922 or email to Reattaclub@aol.com. 
 
1990 Reatta coupe.  Burgundy, burgundy interior.  Meticulously maintained 59,000 miles, two owner car.  
Excellent condition in all respects.  Always garaged.  Asking $7,900.00.  Call Ed Farnell at  
803-754-6922 or email to Reattaclub@aol.com 
 
Reatta Parts—Call John for prices on all Reatta parts.  You name it, I have it. 
(810) 234-2190   or    chaslh@aol.com 
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Barney Eaton for BCA Board 

A Note from Ed Farnell 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Our very own Barney Eaton is running for a second term to serve on the Buick Club of America’s execu-
tive board.  
  
You may only know Barney from the Technical Update column of this newsletter, but Barney is very in-
volved,  dedicated and  respected by automotive enthusiasts. 
  
Below are a couple of endorsements for Barney: 
 
Barney is one of the most dedicated individuals I know when it comes to the BCA.  Of course we all know 
how dedicated he is to the Reatta Division, serving as a Technical Advisor for so many years.  I have al-
ways admired Barney because he always makes himself available to help out anybody with a problem.  He 
is always level-headed; showing knowledge, integrity, and fairness; un-biased in making decisions.   
I urge not only all our Reatta Division members to vote for Barney, but all BCA members that want a repre-
sentative who we can count on to voice his opinion and vote fairly. 
By the way, when I voted for Barney the first  time, his was the only name I checked on the ballot! 
Domenick Clemente 
 
Glad to hear Barney still wants to serve on the Board. I certainly would love to see him continue in this ca-
pacity and would be very disappointed if he were not to do so. We love Barney. I am behind him all the 
way.  
Chuck Parry 

As secretary/treasurer my primary task is to collect dues from existing members and set up membership for 
new members.  Please look carefully at the front of your newsletter each issue.  Your renewal date is 
printed on the address label.  It is really helpful when members send their dues in a timely manner.  Doing 
so will also ensure that you do not miss any newsletters.   

Please remember also to keep your BCA membership current as that is required to be a member of the Re-
atta Division.  We have been carrying members a good six months or so past their renewal date, however, 
with the increase in printing and postage costs and the fact that our dues have not increased in a number of 
years, it is getting more difficult to justify carrying delinquent members beyond one newsletter past their 
renewal date.  

Please take a minute to write your renewal check as soon as you receive you newsletter if your membership 
has expired or will expire before the next printing.  Thank you. 
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REATTA DIVISION 
c/o Nancy Eaton 
20111 Deerfield Dr. 
Georgetown, TX  78628  
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