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 About four years ago I purchased my first Reatta, 
a 1989 red/tan coupe, in Phoenix, Arizona. My 
spouse Carole, and I loved driving that car and 
have driven it on several trips each summer since 
then. One of our first trips was to the 2002 BCA 

National Meet in Kokomo, Indiana.  We went to 
join the Buick Club of America (BCA), more spe-
cifically the Reatta Division, and participate in the 
3rd Annual Reatta Rendezvous (our first). We met  
a number of fellow Reatta owners, and learned 
more about these two-seaters in three days than we 
had in the several months I had owned the car prior 
to the meet. We saw about thirty Reattas, their 
proud owners had them all looking their best. I was 

intrigued by the array of colors, and the interior/
exterior color combinations. Until that meet the 
only color combo I remembered seeing was red/
tan. We saw our first convertibles there too, and 
decided we would like to own one someday. We 

left Kokomo happy to 
be members of BCA 
and the Reatta Divi-
sion, and to have spent 
some time with this 
fine group of people. 
     In the fall of 2002, I 
learned of a white/
white 1990 Reatta con-
vertible for sale; it had 
white ‘91 wheels, 
black side moldings 
with a white and red 
interior. The owner 
said the car was a spe-
cial order by a Buick 
dealer, for his wife. 
His description peaked 
my interest and I asked 
him if he could hold 
the car for a day or two 
until I could I get to 
Huntsville to see it, he 

agreed. So Carole and I headed to Alabama to look 
at this unusual automobile. Upon our arrival the 
owner made us feel right at home and he showed us 
a couple of nice vehicles he had in his own 
"stable".  I was impressed with the striking looks of 
the Reatta convertible, and it drove like a brand 
new car; we made our deal and I owned the car. 
When the car arrived at my home I worked on 
                                                 continued on page 6 
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Director’s Column 
by Domenick Clemente 

 
Finally, spring is here and soon my Reatta will 
come out of winter storage!  This winter was great 
in that I only had to shovel snow three times!, al-
though one of the storms left drifts up to the roof of 
one of my cars. 

Time seems to be passing very quickly now and 
soon many of us will be on our way to Rochester, 
Minnesota for the 2006 BCA National.  Would you 
like to join a convoy of Reattas from the Chicago 
area up to Rochester?  I have been in contact with 
Ed Farnell and George Madsen and so far we tenta-
tively have 5 Reattas.  The plan is to leave from 
George’s home, in a suburb of Chicago, about 365 
miles away with an estimated driving time of 
roughly 5 ½ hours to Rochester, Minn.  We plan to 
leave Wednesday morning, July 12, arriving early 
afternoon at the National.   
 
I am planning to arrive in Chicago from Long Is-
land, NY on Tuesday, July 11.  If you would like to 
join the convoy, please e-mail me at, re-
atta_div@msn.com ( _ between reatta & div) or Ed 
Farnell at, Reattaclub@aol.com    I will post addi-
tional information in the next Reatta newsletter, on 
the discussion page as well as answer any e-mails. 
 
As a reminder once again, I would like to encour-
age the members to start thinking about whom you 
would like to nominate for the annual presentation 
of the “Bob Peterson Meritorious Award”.  Please 

send an e-mail to Ed Farnell or myself with a rea-
son why you feel this individual is deserving of the 
award. 
If you are considering running for a Reatta Divi-
sion officer’s position, including serving on the 
Advisory Board, please make sure you let us know 
prior to the next issue so your name can be in-
cluded on the ballot.   As in the past, the election 
will take place at our annual meeting, this July, in 
Rochester, Minn.  Mail-in ballots will be provided 
in the next newsletter for those unable to attend the 
meeting. 
 
Fortunately, we have been assigned a much larger 
room for the Reatta Division annual meeting, Sat-
urday, July 15, at 3:30 pm in the Mayo Civic Cen-
ter, Suite B.  Though the time slot is a bit later than 
we would like, I’m sure we will be able to com-
plete our business meeting in time for the Awards 
Banquet which starts at 6 pm.  
   
Reatta reception tables will be located near the 
Meet Registration area where we will have our 
logo wear items available.  Contact Carole at 
caroleorlandpark@aol.com to let her know when 
you can help at the station.  
In the next issue of the newsletter there will be 
more updates on the 2006 BCA National, espe-

cially since Assistant Director, Jim Finn, is fine 
tuning his plans for the 7th Reatta Rendezvous.  
I’m hoping for a big turnout this year and to meet 
some members from the West coast, since the Na-
tional Meet is in a more central location of our 
country.   Until we all see each other again – Keep 
Safe and remember Wax On, Wax Off.  
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BCA Spring Board Meeting in Kissimmee 

The Mid Florida Chapter, BCA, recently hosted the BCA Board of Directors for their spring board meet-
ing in Kissimmee, FL.   As there are quite a few RDiv members who winter or live in Florida, we decided 
to try to get them to come to this meeting to talk about Reattas, what else.  Thanks to the efforts of Ken 
Anderson, RDiv and Mid Florida member pictured below, arrangements were made for us to meet at a 
local sports grille for lunch.   
 
We welcomed several Reatta owners who 
frequent the discussion forum.  Discus-
sions on many different Reatta subjects 
kept everyone’s interest for quite some 
time.  Those unusual name tags from the 
forum became real people as everyone 
introduced themselves.  Too soon the time 
came for departure.    
 
Thanks to RDiv members George and 
Carole Madsen, Jim and Linda Finn, Tom 
and Carolyn Selander, Ron and April Gill, 
Bob and Elin Popyk, and Ken Anderson 
for coming by and welcoming our guests 
from the forum.   We may have even en-
ticed one or two to join up.  
 
“Old Town” Kissimmee hosts specialty  
cars weekly for the entertainment of the car owners and the many visitors to the Orlando area.  This 
weekly cruise-in brings in upwards of 500 cars every week.  The streets and parking areas of Old Town 
are packed with every make and model vehicle known; original, restored or modified.   
 
To conclude the evening, everyone parades past the crowds.  The euphoria is hard to explain, you have to 
experience it.  (This might be a possible activity for the “Driven Class” at the National Meet)   Another 
interesting note was when Barney and I met  Margie and Johnny Bosco, the owners of the 1954 Super 8 
convertible featured on the back cover of the February 2006 ‘Buick Bugle’.  
 
Being able to meet and talk with everyone makes all your efforts worth it.  Over the years we have met 
some very interesting people and look forward to meeting more as we all enjoy a fun hobby. 
 
The plans for our annual meeting in Rochester, MN are coming together.  Ten Reattas are already regis-
tered and hopefully there will be many more by the time July rolls around.   The Reatta Judging Manual is 
posted on our web site (www.reatta.org) so check it over and let us know if you have questions.   
 
BE SURE TO SIGN UP TO BE A JUDGE.  With the number of expected Reattas we will need at least 
fifteen or more. 
 
Show your Buick preference with Reatta logo items.  Orders placed now can be delivered in time for 
Rochester.  Order forms are enclosed. 
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Technical Update   
by Barney Eaton       
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Reatta Marketplace—Cars and Parts For Sale 

I have a 1991 Reatta Convertible that I am going to sell.  I own a Buick Dealership in Pittsburgh, Pa., and I 
have decided to retire and sell the dealership.  I have a collection of cars and am going to sell 4 or 5 of them 
due to my future storage space problem.  This Reatta is white in color with red interior and has 28,000 
miles on it.  It was sold new at our dealership.  It has never had any paint work.  There are a few chips on 
the hood and I wanted to keep it original so I have not painted it.  The rest of the body is perfect.  I do have 
the original build sheet signed by those that built it.  The price is $ l7,500.00.  I thought you may know of 
someone looking for a very nice Reatta. 
                                     Bill Jones 
                                     199 Irishtown Road Ext. 
                                     Venetia, Pa. 15367 
                                     412-833-3480 Home 
                                     412-952-9253 Cell 
 E-Mail: jones.w.c@worldnet.att.net: 

 

 

BooReatta 
Anyone who follows the car show circuit is familiar 
with the Darryl Starbird National Rod and Custom 
show.  Starbird, famous for his Super Fleck Moon-
bird shown in the movie American Graffiti and his 
Monster Garage TV show, has been presenting 
shows of this genre around the country for the last 49 
years.  With over 500 entries from all over the coun-
try, only the highest quality hot rods, customs and 
stocks are selected.  This year’s show covered three 
locations (Tulsa, Oklahoma City and Wichita) over 
three days. And since I live in Wichita, why not? 
 
 My friend and I completed all the application forms 
and were accepted.  That was only the first step.  
Now a catchy theme is needed to help keep your car 
up front in the judges’ minds.  A Staples Easy Button 
and Burma Shave signs seemed to keep everyone 
fascinated and kept me busy ‘selling’ Reattas.  Three 
days is kind of tiring, but held indoors in January, it 
is a nice distraction from winter. 
 
Starbird tells us the cars are reviewed by qualified  

judges from around the country.  With my past en- 
tries having limited success, I was surprised to 
learn that BooReatta had won a top 5 trophy.  Yes, 
keeping your car in show room condition takes 
some effort, but the memories of my Dad and I at-
tending this show those many years ago are price-
less and that makes it all worth it. 

New Reatta Wear 
We have added two new items just for our women Reatta enthusiasts.  The first is a beautiful scoop-necked 
tee shirt and the second is a lovely fashion visor.  See our new order sheet for colors, sizes and prices.  We 
will have these items for display and sale at the BCA National Meret in Rochester, MN. 
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 George & Carole’s Select 60 

continued from page 1                                                 
it until winter, and again when spring arrived. I re-
placed many parts with new and new old stock items 
and cleaned the rest.  
     Some time before the 2003 BCA/Buick 100th an-
niversary meet in Flint, Michigan I learned that this 
Reatta is indeed special; not because the Buick 
dealer ordered it that way for his wife, but because it 
is what is known as a "Select Sixty". These cars were 
not offered for sale to the general public, no one 
could order one, not even a Buick dealer. They were 
presented to sixty selected Buick dealers throughout 
the country for outstanding achievement in the previ-
ous calendar year. They were presented to the dealer 
along with a certificate of authenticity from G.M. 
This certificate was signed by Ed Mertz, Vice Presi-

dent of 
G.M. and 
G e n e r a l 
Manager of 
the Buick 
Motor Di-
vision, and 
J . C . 
R u c k e r , 
Plant Man-
ager of the 
Craft Cen-
ter. When I 
learned of 
the signifi-
cance of 

this Reatta I had a dilemma. On one hand we would 
love to drive it daily (no winters of course), and on 
the other hand I was less inclined to drive it regularly 
because I knew any Select Sixty (SS) was worth pre-
serving. Now we've struck a happy medium, taking 
the SS to BCA events and local car shows, plus a 
summer trip or two each year...maybe. 
     This summer the SS, Carole and I will attend the 
2006 BCA National Meet in Rochester, Minnesota. 
We know we'll  see a nice turnout for the Reatta Di-
vision. The 7th Reatta Rendezvous alone will be 
worth the price of admission, to say nothing of all the 
other happenings surrounding this event. Come on 
up, down, or over and show us your Reatta. "See 
You In Rochester In ‘06".  

Reatta Rendevous 

The Reatta Rendezvous for 2006 will be held on 
Thursday July 13th.  We will leave the Grand 
Kahler Hotel at about 4:45 PM, following the re-
turn of the bus trip to Elmer's Toy Museum, and 
travel to Lake City, MN, which is on Lake Pepin, 
part of the Mississippi River flowage.  
This part of the Mississippi is known for areas of 
high cliffs where numerous Bald Eagles can be 
seen as well as Mississippi river barge traffic and 
personal water-craft. 
We will be traveling from Rochester through parts 
of the Richard J Dorer Memorial State Hardwood 
Forest on our way to Lake City. Part of the trip will 
be through hilly winding scenic hardwoods and 
follows the Zumbro river. 
Dinner will be at the Port of Call Restaurant, one 
block from a large marina on the shores of the Mis-
sissippi, at about 6:30 PM. Between the restaurant  
and the marina there is a large parking lot where 
we can all park together. The price for the dinner 
will be $ 15 per person and that includes the tax 
and gratuity. Inserted with this newsletter is a small 
form to be filled out and returned to Ed Farnell by 
July 1st. On this form you can make your choice of  
batter fried or broiled Cod, a 10 ounce sirloin fillet, 
or a breast of chicken on a bed of rice. Dinner will 
also include a bread basket, soup or salad and a 
baked potato with the steak or fish choices. 
 

RDiv 2006 Officer Elections 

The Reatta Division officer positions available will 
be Director, Assistant Director and Secretary/
Treasurer.  Advisory Board positions are also 
available. 
 
Voting will take place at the Reatta Division board 
meeting in Rochester this summer.  Mail-in ballots 
will be provided in the summer edition of the 
newsletter for those unable to attend. 
 
Serving as an RDiv officer is a rewarding, learning 
and enjoyable experience; working with people 
who have the same passion as you do for your 
Buick Reatta. 
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Director:   Assistant Director: 
Domenick Clemente  Jim Finn 
22 Smiths Lane    2503 Becks Rd 
Commack, NY 11725       Duluth, MN 55810 
631-543-3892       218-628-2690 
reatta_div@msn.com  jfinn@cpinternet.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer:                 Newsletter Editor: 
Ed Farnell                                    Nancy Eaton   
440 Langford Road                      20111 Deerfirld Dr. 
Blythewood, SC 29016                Georgetown, TX 78628  
803-896-4448                               512– 869-5114   
Reattaclub@aol.com                   reatta@texas.net  
     
 
BCA Technical Advisors – 1988-1991 Reattas 
Barney Eaton   Art Kaufman 
20111 Deerfield Dr.  806 Brookside Lane 
Georgetown, TX 78628  Milbrae, CA 
512-869-5114   650-583-8966 
Contact 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. CST FAX 650-583-8966 
Barney@texas.net  Contact by mail, phone 
    anytime, fax 
                                                          artsauto7@cs.com 
 
 
Reatta Division Web Site Address: 
http://www.reatta.org 
 
Reatta Web  Road Master: 
Roberta Vasilow 
rvasilow@comcast.net  
 
Membership and Division Information 
Reatta Division membership dues are $10.00 per year. 
Membership is for a twelve-month period. 
Make checks payable to:  REATTA DIVISION, BCA 
 
Please note that a pink highlighter mark on the RDiv number on your mailing list means that your  
Reatta Division dues are due or overdue.  In order to continue receiving the Reatta Division  
newsletter, your RDiv membership status needs to be current.  
Send all dues payments to (RDiv# on check): 
Ed Farnell, 440 Langford Rd., Blythewood, SC 29016. 
 
All Reatta Division members are required to be members of the national organization, the Buick Club of  
America, of which we are an authorized division. 
Please note that a blue highlighter mark on the BCA number on your mailing label means that you are  
not a current member of the Buick Club of America.  BCA dues are due or overdue or you never became a  
member of BCA, in which case a BCA membership form is enclosed.  In order to continue receiving the  
Reatta Division newsletter, your BCA membership status needs to be current.  The national organization  
can be contacted as follows:  Buick Club of America, P O Box 360775, Columbus, OH 43236 
 
Send all address changes to the Secretary/Treasurer 
Ed Farnell, 440 Langford Rd., Blythewood, SC 29016 
 
Classified Ads and Newsletter Submissions 
Send to :  Nancy Eaton, 20111 Deerfield Dr., Georgetown, TX 78628         reatta@texas.net 
 
Reatta Division Meeting Dates:  We normally meet once a year at the BCA National Meet 

Reatta Division 
 

Buick Club of America 
 

Officers and Key Division  
Positions and Membership  

Information 
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REATTA DIVISION 
c/o Nancy Eaton 
20111 Deerfield Dr. 
Georgetown, TX  78628  
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