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Then, Now, Always 

Editor’s note:     General Motors has a current ad cam-
paign comparing the older GM models to the new as they 
unveil the new Tahoe.  In this article we would like to pre-
sent the older model that still looks new.  It’s always nice to 
know the history of a collectible vehicle.  Although our Re-
attas have a short lifeline compared to some of Buick’s 
older models, some, like this convertible, have a very dis-
tinguished background.  Dan and Nancy Smiley not only 
picked up a low mileage Reatta but also one with out-
standing provenance. 
 
Long time car enthusiasts Dan and Nancy Smiley 
had been considering a Reatta but were only casu-
ally looking for one.  At a Gran Sport Club show, a 
discussion with Roberta Vasilow turned to Reattas.  
She mentioned that Ed Mertz, former Buick General 
Manager, had his Reatta for sale and indicated that 
it was a ‘Select Sixty’ model. 
 
After researching the ‘Select Sixty’ model and a few 
more questions, the car was located at a Lansing 
Buick dealership, about a forty-five minute drive for  
 

them. They decided to check it out.  The dealer  was 
handling the sale for Mr. Mertz and had placed the  
car on the showroom floor.   
 
The car was in excellent condition with very low 
mileage for a seven year old car.  An agreeable price 
was negotiated with Mr. Mertz and the purchase 
was completed making the Smileys  the second 
owners of this ‘one of a kind’ collector car. 
 
You might wonder why it would be ‘one of a kind’ 
when everyone knows there were 65 Select Sixty 
cars, all alike.  Yes, all Select Sixty models were 
equipped with all standard options, plus 16-way  
power seats, CD player, ’91 cup holder and ‘91 16” 
white wheels.  But only one out of the 65 was 
equipped with the power pull down convertible top, 
later available on the ’91 models.   
 
continued on page 6 
 

Dan and Nancy Smiley showing off their “Mertz 
Special”  Select Sixty. 

Ed and Mrs. Mertz.  Ed  was Buick General 
Manager when  the Reatta was introduced. 
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Reatta Discussion Forum Moderator 
By Roger Klein 

 
My name is Roger and I’m the Moderator for the 
Reatta Discussion Forum, a die-hard Reatta fan and 
the caretaker of an 1989 Reatta. 
 
For those of you whose contact with the world of 
Reattas is limited to media means such as this 
newsletter, you really owe it to yourself to get 
plugged-in and get online.  There are a number of 
resources available exclusively online today, and 
every one of them will make your ownership ex-
perience more enjoyable and less expensive. 

First in importance and value is, of course, our 
dedicated Reatta Discussion Forum within the 
BCA section of the AACA-hosted forum system.  
It is accessed via www.reatta.org and clicking the 
‘Discussion’ link.  
 
 The pool of accumulated Reatta knowledge on our 
Discussion Forum is without peer (as of this writ-
ing, nearly 13,000 individual discussion threads, 
comprised of around 74,000 posts). Got a question?             
Need advice?  Post it, and usually, within minutes, 
a fellow Reatta enthusiast has the definitive answer 
for you.  The pooling of talents and technical skills 
allows you to get more than one opinion from peo-
ple who know the Reatta from every angle and can 
relate to your personal situation immediately.  They 
can quickly recommend a solution/procedure, assist 
in obtaining a replacement part or direct you to a 
repair service.   
 
Whether you are one who wants to maintain your 
Reatta in its original status or one who likes to 

modify different parts, there is someone who has 
done it and is available to answer your questions 
and concerns.   
 
From the major appearance changes to adding a 
supercharger or turbo-charger, dropping in a V8, 
switching to a 5-speed manual transmission, or 
even switching to right-hand drive. Then the day-
to-day maintenance items, of timely fluid changes, 
replacement of worn out parts, finding replacement 
parts destroyed in those unfortunate accidents and 
tips on keeping YOUR Reatta running right and 
looking its best. 
 
Honestly, if I had to choose between having access 
to the Reatta Discussion Forum or having my Fac-
tory Service Manual, I’d have to choose the Forum.  
It’s just that great of a resource.   
 
And, speaking of the Factory Service Manual, 
every Reatta owner should have one, whether you 
enjoy wrenching on your car or have someone else 
do the work for you, it is an invaluable resource 
given the unique systems and service procedures 
our cars require.  And, guess what?  Through the 
efforts of Forum participants, the Service Manual 
and the Parts and Illustration Manual are available 
to you online at www.reatta.net.  Scanning and up-
loading thousands of pages and getting GM’s per-
mission to host these documents on the web was a 
Herculean task which has proven to be worth the 
effort and has become a well-used  resource.   
 
This web site has a host of other documentation 
including sales brochures, road test articles, sales- 
man’s guides, maintenance procedures and popular 
modifications that address some of the Reatta’s de-
sign deficiencies. 
 
Outside of the Reatta-specific resources delineated 
above, I can assure you that you will not be able to 
beat the prices and/or selection of parts and acces-
sories available online and ready to ship to your  
 
 
continued on page 6 



3 

Secretary’s Ramblings                                                                                   
By Ed Farnell 

I  have enjoyed serving as your Reatta Division 
Secretary/Treasurer for the past two years and I 
will again be on the ballot because I enjoy being 
involved in the Division activities.  If reelected, I 
will continue serving to the best of my ability and I 
welcome any suggestions that you may have for 
improving communications. 
 
By now all members should have received their 
permanent membership card.  If for some reason 
you did not receive yours, please call, write or 
email me and I will get one out to you immediately.  
The other thing that was on my to-do list this year 
was to tweak the database to retain information on 
members after their membership expires.  This 
change will help the Secretary put old members 
back on when they renew and will allow those 
members to retain their old number. 
 
At this year’s annual meeting I intend to put on the 

floor for discussion the prospect of sending out re-
newal notices.  It seems that a fair number of mem-
bers let renewal time slip by and we do not know 
whether they forgot, or are no longer interested in  
being members.  The concern with additional  mail- 
ings is the cost of postage and I will have some fig-
ures available at the meeting. 
 
Another item that I will put on the floor for discus-
sion at our annual meeting is the prospect of in-
cluding a couple of flyers, or club invitation cards 
in each renewal letter.  The MGB club of North 
America sent cards out to members and I have 
placed more than one under the windshield wiper 
of a parked MGB.  In the meantime, if you meet a 
new Reatta owner who is interested in the Division, 
please get me their name and I will send them a 
letter, application and complimentary newsletter. 
 
continued on page 7 

Reatta Marketplace - Cars and Parts For Sale 
 
1991  Convertible  Red with saddle interior and top.  Black strip.  Perfect condition.  37,000 easy miles.  
Garaged. Meticulously maintained.  Deluxe electric seats and all the "goodies".  Asking  $22,000. Contact 
Carol Brewka at 303-798-2488 or email cnbrewka@msn.com.   
  
1989 Coupe  Red with saddle leather.  75,000 original miles.  2nd owner since '97.  Great condition, drive 
anywhere.  Gold medal under Buick 400 point system.  $6,900. OBO.  John Trent, BCA#16146,    
508-485-6387,   61 Ripley Ave, Marlborough, MA 01752. 
 
Two 1989 Coupes  Red with tan leather interior.  119,000 and 116,000 miles, both in excellent mechanical 
condition.  $5,500./$6,000.  Both for $10,000. OBO. Nancy Thompson,  860-342-3195 EDT, email  
BUICKNBT@aol.com. 
 
1988 Coupe  Silver  w/grey  upholstery, good glass, good tires, 120,000  miles, recently passed smog cert. 
Replaced headlight doors, tps, heat sensor thermostat, & battery. Anti-lock light stays on.  I am third owner  
of this California car.  Been garaged; paint, upholstery & body good,  runs good; overall condition very 
good.   $4,000 OBO.  Contact Glen  760-948-3751   Hesperia, CA. 
 
1990 Coupe  Gunmetal Grey w/ slate interior.  Driver’s seat worn; steering wheel cover needs replacement.  
Garaged.  One owner/driver.  Driven regularly.  100,000 miles.  Engine uses no oil.  $5,000.  OBO.   
Contact Joseph   grant6@verizon.net. 
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Technical Update   
by Barney Eaton , BCA Technical Advisor 1988-1991 Reatta; BCA Board Member      

 

Let me cover a problem where your heater/ac fan 
continues to run even when the key is off.  If this 
happens, your fan control module has failed.    It is 
easy to repair and its location is in the engine com-
partment, passenger side (item 1 in  picture). 
 
You can temporarily turn it off by pulling either of 
the two connectors (item 5 in picture) on the unit; of 
course you will not get air movement.   The replace-
ment units are available from GM or most auto parts 
stores. They were used on GM cars with “automatic 
air” (you set the temperature and the system main-
tains that temperature).  You can also find them in  
wrecking yards on GM cars. 
 
The following problem only occurs on the 1990-91 
cars:   Sometimes the push buttons on the heater/ac  
control will not change the function.    Example, 
you have selected heat, HTR button, and then push 
the ECON button but nothing happens.    Or, you try 
to lower the fan speed and it will not go down.    
This repair is not complex but you must have some 
experience in tearing into the dash assembly.  
 
The buttons are similar to a calculator keyboard.   
When you push the button, it makes contact with a  
printed circuit board and changes the function.    
Over time they can get enough contamination on the  
surfaces that the connection is not made.     I have 
repaired several of these by just cleaning the sur-
faces. 
 
The procedure is:  Remove the instrument panel 
bezel.    Remove the heater/ac control box.    Re-
move the 2 screws on the box and it will expose one 
circuit board.   Now remove 2 screws that hold the 
face plate to the box,  and unplug the 2 connectors 
between the face plate and the circuit board. 
 
Before going further, note the location of the but-
tons,  they start left to right…OFF, TEMP, 
AUTO…make a sketch with the location in the 
event you get them mixed. 
 
You now need to remove the 5 (1/8”) small hex 
head screws on the circuit board side, and lift out 

the circuit board.   You now have the problem part 
in your hand, but the rubber-like buttons are all 
made in a single strip and they are heat staked to the 
circuit board.  
 
  

 

 
You need some electrical contact cleaner; WD-40 
will work but has a shorter effective life.    Work a  
small screwdriver or knife blade between the circuit 
board and the grey material….note the locations  
of the heat stakes and try going between  them.   
 
Now spray your cleaner into the small crack you 
have opened.   Work your way around the entire as-
sembly,  trying to get a little cleaner near each grey  
button.   Next, push each button several times,  this 
will clean the contact area.   When finished, use a 
paper towel to absorb any excess cleaner. 
 
Reassemble and install in car.  Try the unit before 
putting everything back together.   If it does not  
work, try more cleaner or start searching for a re-
placement.  

Heater/AC fan control module location (#1) 
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Reatta Division Annual Meeting Minutes  July 9, 200 5 
by Ed Farnell, Secretary/Treasurer 

The annual meeting of the Reatta Division , BCA, was called to order by Director, Domenick Clemente, at 3:07 P.M. at the Holi-
day Inn in Batavia, New York.  Fifty-four (54) members were in attendance. 
 
The minutes of the 2004 annual meeting, which had been published in the most recent Reatta Division newsletter, were approved 
by majority vote of the members present. 
 
The FY 2004/2005 Treasurer’s report reflecting a balance of $10,667.81 was distributed to all members present.  Secre-
tary/Treasurer Ed Farnell advised that there were current outstanding liabilities of approximately $1,500.00 for trophies, the Ren-
dezvous meal and the most recent newsletter. 
 
Director Clemente called for any additional nominations for the election of officers.  None being received, the nominations were 
closed and the ballots that had been mailed in and those received at the meeting were given to members John Vonberg and Bill 
Landers to count.  The total of thirty (30) ballots was counted. 
 
Under old business, Director Clemente called for a vote on the amendment to the Reatta Division by-laws which would add Sec-
tion 3, Article 5.  That amendment reads as follows:  “The Advisory Board shall consist of three (3) Reatta Division members 
appointed by the Division officers, one a past officer, acting as consultants to the officers, considering proposed ideas and proce-
dural methods on behalf of the membership and to acquaint potential officer candidates with leadership needs.  Potential officer 
candidates should be encouraged for Advisory Board positions.  Terms will be staggered so that as least one new person would 
be added each year.  If an Advisory Board member is elected to fill an officer position, the officers should appoint someone to 
fulfill that person’s term on the Board.”.  When the vote was called, the by-law change passed by unanimous vote.  Nancy Eaton 
was appointed to the Advisory Board as the past officer.  Carole Madsen and Bob Neumann were also appointed to the Advisory 
Board. 
 
Under new business there was discussion about logo wear.  Some members voiced an opinion that the Division should look into a 
new tee shirt design.  Member Bob Popyk had reportedly offered the Division the screens he owns for a four-color black con-
vertible design.  Other members asked about the possibility of getting some type of jewelry logo wear for the women.  Nancy 
Eaton, who currently is responsible for Division logo wear, and the current officers, stated that they would look into the feasibil-
ity of the suggested additions to the logo wear. 
 
Next under new business was the presentation of the first annual Bob Peterson Award.  Bob Neumann gave the members present 
a brief description of Bob Peterson’s contributions to the establishment of the Reatta Division and his untiring efforts to see that 
the Division got off the ground.  The Bob Peterson award will be given annually to a member who has done something out-
standing to benefit the Reatta Division and the preservation of Reattas.  Each year the membership will be asked to provide nomi-
nations for the award with the final selection being made by the current officers.  This year’s award was presented by Barbara 
Peterson, Bob’s widow, to Nancy Eaton for her years of tireless efforts as Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor and Logo Wear 
Coordinator.  The members present gave Nancy a long and well deserved ovation. 
 
Members  VonBerg  and Landers reported that the ballot votes, after tabulation, reflected that the officers for the coming year are 
Domenick Clemente, Director; Jim Finn, Assistant Director; and Ed Farnell, Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
Director Clemente announced that  Carole Madsen has agreed to take over as Logo Wear Coordinator since Nancy Eaton would 
be serving on the Advisory Board in addition to editing the quarterly newsletter.  Director Clemente called for a motion to allow 
Carole to set up a small business account in the name of the Reatta Division for the operation of the logo wear activities.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  Ed Farnell, Secretary/Treasurer will also be a signatory on the account.   Director Clemente also 
announced that the revised Reatta Division website was almost ready and that members should be pleased with the new look. 
 
Member Mike Book informed the members that the new BCA membership roster would be out in the month of July. 
 
There was some discussion led by Assistant Director Jim Finn about the Rendezvous for the next year in Rochester.  He stated 
that he originally had planned for the Rendezvous to take in a trip to a pedal car museum; however, the BCA will be offering that 
as a tour on the same day as the Rendezvous.  Jim stated that he would be working on an alternate agenda for the Rendezvous so 
that it would not conflict with the BCA tour. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:20 P.M. 
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 continued from page 1 

Then, Now, Always 

That function, and belonging to the General Man-
ager of the Buick Division, give this Select Sixty 
extra provenance.  Also included in the documenta-
tion package were the build sheet, window sticker, 
certificate of authenticity, and the owner’s manual 
with all the accessories and craftsman’s log.  
  
Dan and Nancy are both retired GM employees;  
Dan in finance and Nancy in employee sales, 

where she became the Reatta lover in the family.  
Dan has now come to appreciate the qualities of 
the Reatta, but is still partial to the 1961 Corvette 
he has owned for 35 years.   
 
Nancy’s Select Sixty currently has 22,700 miles 
and continues to look and run great.  As they had to 
pass on the opportunity to purchase a new 1991  
convertible when GM offered them to employees 
at a discounted price, they feel fortunate to have 
had the second opportunity.   
 
The Smileys recently moved and had to sell some 
cars from their collection.  New homes were found 
for their 1960 LeSabre and their 1987 Grand Na-
tional; the keepers being the 1965 GS, the 1961 
Corvette and the Select Sixty.  

continued from page 2 

Forum Moderator  
By Roger Klein 

door at a fraction of the cost if you had to track 
down the item, if you could find it at all. 
 
I know computers can be intimidating to the unini-
tiated, but they have become easier and easier to 
use and less and less expensive.  Investment in an 
inexpensive computer will rapidly pay for itself by 
enabling you to take advantage of the resources 
available to you online, to say nothing of the 
pleasure you’ll receive from the camaraderie of 
our Forum members, who range in age from teen-
agers to septuagenarians. Of course if you already 
have a computer, you have no excuse not to avail 
yourself of the wealth of information available, 
literally at your fingertips. 
 
www.reatta.org is the official web site of the Re-
atta Division of the Buick Club of America.  To-
gether they provide this web site and discussion 
forum free to the users.  As your Moderator, I am 
available to assist you in whatever technical or 
interpersonal issues you might experience on the 
forums.  I’m just a click away via the private mes-
sage feature or you may email me at 
RSK1968@aol.com .  Well, that’s the end of my 
pitch.  I look forward to seeing you online. 

Their neighborhood selection has also turned out to  
be unique.  They now share a cul-de-sac with two 
other avid Reatta owners; Bob and Cathy Neu-
mann, one of the organizers of the Reatta Division, 
and Bill and Barbara Salisbury, a past director of 
the Buicktown Chapter, BCA.  It doesn’t get much 
better  than  that. 

Reatta Rendezvous 
By Jim Finn 

The Seventh Annual Reatta Rendezvous will be 
held in conjunction with the BCA meet in Roches-
ter, on Thursday night, July 13. We are planning 
to leave from the Kahler Hotel at 4:45 PM. Maps 
and starting locations of the trip to Lake City, 
MN, will be included in your registration packets 
for the BCA meet and/or available at the Reatta 
Division table in the lobby. If you have not sent in 
your form that was included in the last newsletter 
please make you choice of; 10 ounce sirloin fillet, 
battered or broiled Cod or breast of chicken, and 
send them to Ed Farnell. The cost of the dinner is 
$ 15 per person including tax and gratuity. 
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Director:  Domenick Clemente 
22 Smiths Lane 
Commack, NY 11725 
631-543-3892 
reatta_div@msn.com 
 
Assistant Director:  Jim Finn 
2503 Becks Road 
Duluth, MN 55810 
218-628-2690 
jfinn@cpinternet.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Ed Farnell 
440 Langford Road 
Blythewood, SC 29016 
803-896-4448 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Nancy Eaton 
20111 Deerfield Drive 
Georgetown, TX 78628 
512-869-5114 
reatta@texas.net 
 
Reatta Logo Wear Coordinator: 
Carole Madsen 
14560 South Oakley Avenue 
Orland Park, IL 60462 
708-349-8878 
caroleorlandpark@aol.com 
 
Web Site Address: 
http://www.reatta.org 
 
Web Road Master: 
Roberta Vasilow 
BUICKRACER@comcast.net 
 
BCA Technical Advisors—1988-1991 Reattas 
Barney Eaton   Art Kaufman                  
20111 Deerfield Drive 806 Brookside Lane 
Georgetown, TX 78628 Milbrae, CA 94030 
512-869-5114   650-583-8966 
barney@texas.net  artsauto7@cs.com 

Finally, I would like to encourage all members to 
be alert for new members.  Our membership re-
mains fairly constant at 275 to 300.  This probably 
represents less than 5% of all Reatta owners.  
While club membership is not important to many 
owners, as our cars get older the advantages of 
membership may increase.  On the other hand, 
there may be many owners who would enjoy being 
members and only need someone to invite them to 
join.   

Reatta Division 
Buick Club of America 

Officers and Key Division Positions 

continued from page 3 

Secretary’s Ramblings 
By Ed Farnell 

Paul Meyer Convinced Us  
 
I f you read Paul Meyer’s "President’s Message" in 
the May issue of the Buick Bugle you will remem-
ber he suggested caravanning to Rochester in July, 
and that's just what we're going to do. 
 
We will be caravanning on Wednesday July 12.  
We will meet at Lumes Pancake House, 9060 W. 
159th St. (Rte 6), Orland Park, at 8:00A.M.  The 
caravan will leave from that location at 9:00 A.M. 
Any Reatta Division member who wishes to do so, 
is welcome to join us along the way.  
 
Our route is basically North on Rte 45, to I-290 
West, to I-90 West (some tolls), to Rte 52 North to 
Rochester. We will stop for lunch at a Denny's 
Restaurant near the Wisconsin Dells. If you would 
like to join the caravan anywhere along our route 
just contact  George Madsen at 708-349-8878 or e-
mail me at mrrevetta @ aol.com 

Reatta Logo Wear  
 
Come see our new Reatta logo wear items at the 
Reatta table near the meet registration area. 
We've added several new ladies items to our Reatta 
logo wear line. We still carry the caps and tee 
shirts popular with the men. 
If you will have some free time at the Rochester 
meet why not support the Reatta Division gals by 
volunteering to assist at the logo wear table.  
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REATTA DIVISION 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Ed Farnell 
440 Langford Road 
Blythewood, SC 29016 
 
 

Membership and Division Information 
 
Reatta Division membership dues are $10.00 per year.  Membership is for a twelve month period. 
 
Please note that a pink highlighter mark on the RDiv number on your mailing list means that your Reatta Division 
dues are due or overdue.  In order to continue receiving the Reatta Division newsletter, your RDiv membership status 
needs to be current. 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Reatta Division, BCA. 
Send all dues payments and address changes (please write your RDiv# on your check) to: 
Secretary/Treasurer, Ed Farnell, 440 Langford Rd., Blythewood, SC 29016. 
 
All Reatta Division members are required to be members of the national organization, the Buick Club of America, of 
which we are an authorized division. Please note that a blue highlighter mark on the BCA number on your mailing 
label means that you are not a current member of the Buick Club of America.  BCA dues are due or overdue or you 
never became a member of the BCA, in which case a BCA membership form is enclosed.  In order to continue re-
ceiving the Reatta Division newsletter, your BCA membership status needs to be current.  The national organization 
can be contacted as follows: Buick Club of America, P O Box 360775, Columbus, OH 43236 or by email at 
bcaoffice@buickclub.org 
 
Please send Classified Ads and Newsletter Submissions to: 
Newsletter Editor, Nancy Eaton, 20111 Deerfield Dr., Georgetown, TX 78628  email  reatta@texas.net 
 
Reatta Division meeting dates:  We normally meet once a year at the BCA National Meet. 


