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Bob Neumann Receives 
2006 Robert Petersen Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you write about a guy who has been an or-
ganizer and a strong supporter of the Reatta Division  
from the time of its inception.  You would think that 
a funeral director would lean toward cars like  
Cadillacs and limos.  Personally, I was flabbergasted 
when I learned of Bob’s profession.  He is such a 
congenial fellow, always ready to assist whenever 
and however  he can help to make it happen. 
 
For RDiv newcomers who were unable to participate 
in the fun times Bob Neumann arranged for Buick’s 
100th anniversary in 2003, make your plans now to 
attend the 2008 National Meet to be held in Flint, 
Michigan. You’ll want to take part in every event.  
As this will also be the 20th anniversary of the Re-
atta and the 15th anniversary of the Reatta Division, 

I’m sure Bob will have many surprises in store for 
us. I’m looking forward to the time he arranges for 
Tiger Woods to show up driving a Reatta converti-
ble.  
  
Now you can see why he fits the inscription on the 
‘Bob Peterson Meritorious Award’ so well and why 
he was a unanimous choice to receive the award this 
year.   
 
Unfortunately, Barbara Peterson was unable to join 
us to present the award this year but I’m sure she is 
in agreement with the choice.   
 
Nancy Eaton, last year’s recipient, presented the 
award.   
 
 

 
Robert Petersen 

Bob Neumann 
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Director’s Column - No Reatta Should Leave Home Without One  
by Domenick Clemente 

I found this out when Ed Farnell and I left for 
Blythewood, South Carolina, early Monday morning 
after attending the 2006 BCA National Meet in 
Rochester, Minnesota.  For those of you who at-
tended the National, you may remember the tempera-
tures when leaving were over 100 degrees F. 
 
On the way up to Carole and George Madsen’s 
house in Orland Park, Illinois, to join our convoy to 
the National Meet, Ed and Kitty Farnell had their air 
conditioner compressor seize.  Ed, being very re-
sourceful, was not only able to find the OEM parts, 
but even a shop to repair the car without losing a 
whole day and thus was able to join the convoy. 
 
It seems a little coincidental but on the way to Carole 
and George’s house, my Reatta had the check A/C 
lamp come on intermittently and just wasn’t blowing 
as cold as usual.  When we arrived at the Madsen’s, 
George checked the pressure and found my A/C sys-
tem needed a little R-12, which he added for me. 
 
Now back to leaving Rochester:  The trip down to 
South Carolina started fine. We were having a very 
scenic drive through the countryside, taking back 
roads which avoided some of the construction on the 
main roads.  About 5 – 6 hours into the trip I heard a 
noise and my A/C stopped blowing cold air.  I sig-
naled for Ed to pull over and we noticed the clutch 
on the A/C compressor pulley had come apart.  It 
was obvious that the rest of the drive was going to be 
a hot one as long as the compressor pulley bearing 
did not seize, which would disable the vehicle.  To-
day’s cars, unlike those of years ago, utilize one ser-
pentine belt, which not only drives the A/C compres-
sor, but also the water pump, the alternator and the 
power steering pump. 
 
We continued on the trip and after another couple of 
hours my compressor pulley started making noise; 
not so terrible yet but just enough to keep me aware 
that it was in trouble.   We pushed on and finally 
stopped for the night in Louisville, Kentucky.  This 
seemed to be a good decision because it was a big 
city and hopefully we could find a repair shop.  
When I started the car up early the next morning it 

was obvious that the compressor pulley bearing was 
not going to last much longer. 
 
We found Roppel’s repair shop, a short distance 
from the hotel, specializing in air conditioning and 
engine cooling systems.  They have four shops in the 
immediate area and seemed to be the right choice.   

  
Red hot Reattas in Rochester 
 
We were the first customers when the shop opened 
so we felt we had a good chance of continuing our 
journey after a few hours.  Seemed as if my luck was 
changing as the shop manager Norman Truax gave 
me a very good price and located all the parts.  When 
I asked him how long it would take he said I had 
about 15 cars ahead of me and he could maybe get to 
it the following day.  When asked about his other 
shops he said that with the heat they all had the about 
the same wait time. 
 
Both Ed and I looked at each other knowing he and 
Kitty had personal business to attend to and Lorie 
and I had some furniture from Long Island being de-
livered to our South Carolina house, possibly arriv-
ing on Wednesday.  Ed then asked Norman if there 
was a way he could by-pass the compressor.  Nor-
man looked at the Reatta’s belt-routing schematic on 
the shock tower and told us to go get a cup of coffee 
and he would have the car ready to go when we re-
turned.  Upon arriving back we saw his service tech-
nician, Milt, smiling as he was applying the by-pass 

continued on page 6 
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From the Editor’s Desk 
By Nancy Eaton 

The first thing that comes to mind when I reflect on 
the Rochester National is, “And you thought it was 
hot in Texas!”  The temperature just kept going up!   
 
The Reatta Division is to be commended on the 
number of judges (20) provided to judge the 34 Reat-
tas entered in this year’s meet.  Over twenty 1990 
convertibles caused Chief Judge Rick Schick to 
come up with a method of categorizing the cars so 
each judging team had an equal number of cars to 
judge.  By having four groups he was able to do just 
that; R1 – 88-89, R2 – 90-91 cv, R3 – 90-91 cv, and 
R4 - 90-91 cp.  With the help of Team Captains 
Domenick Clemente, Stan Leslie, George Madsen 
and Barney Eaton, the judging went smoothly.  
Thanks again to Judges Ed Farnell, John Forrette, 
Don Kinas, Gene Phillips, Fred Dalton, Tom Parks, 
Tom Selander, Elliott Wilson, Marc Brouillette, Cal 
Dewhirst, Jim Finn, Joe Girone, Dave Arnswald, 
Herb Morris, Haven Rolander and Clarence Jones.  
We couldn’t have done it without you.  

Hot judges Jim Finn, John vonBerg & Bob Neumann 
 
No one knows how to judge a Reatta better and more 
accurately than a Reatta owner.  Because we were 
able to provide knowledgeable judges, we were able 
to receive fair assessments of the cars.  No, you can-
not judge the class in which your car is entered.  
However, that usually leaves another class or two for 
your judging expertise.  Or, if you are knowledge-
able in classes other than Reatta, you are more than 
welcome to help out as needed. 

  Carolyn Selander, Carole Madsen & Stan Leslie 
 
Volunteer, you get to meet more people and learn 
new things about your car.  Participation is the key to 
having a good time.   The facilities provided by the 
Minnesota BCA Chapters were very accommodating 
and Buick Motor Division brought in three truck-
loads of fabulous old Buicks from their collection.  
 
Carole Madsen and Carolyn Selander worked hours 
and hours in the Division vendor sales room.  Carole 
has worked with her new shirt supplier and now has 
added several new items to the logo wear list.  I’ll try 
to have pictures and more details in the next issue. 
 
The North Cascade Chapter is inviting everyone to 
the Seattle area for next year’s meet.  This will be 
our chance to have a new winner for the long dis-
tance award.  Cal Dewhirst was the winner again this 
year, but since in 2007 we will be in his domain, 
here is a chance for someone else to take home that 
award.  We recognize his dedication to his fellow 
Reatta owners.  He is very deserving of the award. 
 
I purposely left out the trophy winners; for one, the 
layout in the Bugle covers it very nicely and in color:  
Two, halfway through the presentation of the Reat-
tas, I realized no one was writing down the results.     
 
Which brings me to the usual plea for articles and 
tech tips for the newsletter:  Have you enjoyed the  

continued on page 4 
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From the Editor’s Desk 
continued from page 3 

 

recent ones on the Senior Preservation Award and 
Select 60s?  I have been very fortunate to have the 
assistance of Stanley Held (RDiv 737) in preparing 
the newsletter for publication.  His help has enabled 
me to continue and hopefully expand it further.  
Please keep your cards, letters, emails and pictures 
coming, because without those tidbits it becomes  
hard to keep your interest.  I do apologize for miss-
ing a couple of ‘Marketplace’ ads in the last issue.   
 
Have you taken the time to enter the Reatta web site 
via the URL instead of using your bookmark?  If you 
haven’t been there, you might not know that on the  

 Marc Brouillette, George  Madsen & Cal Dewhirst 
 
home page, you can enjoy the newsletter in color, 
reference the Reatta Judging Manual or update those 
owner’s rides. Please feel free to send comments on 
areas you feel need improvement, or if you like it, 
we invite those comments also.   Remember, this is a 
potential new member’s first impression of us. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of April and Ron Gill, the Re-
atta Homecoming in Lansing, Michigan, was a huge 
success.  They may have inadvertently opened up a 
whole new venue for the RDiv.   
 
Randy Struve has issued an invitation to RDiv mem-
bers to a Halloween Cruise-in at his farm in southern 
Wisconsin.  (Details can be picked up on the discus-
sion forum or manikmekanik@tds.net)   

  Judges Barney Eaton & Dave Arnswald 
 
Getting a group of RDiv owners together for an af-
ternoon of Reatta talk can make new friends as well 
as enjoy the old buddies. Some areas may be able to 
gather a large group where others will be somewhat 
smaller. But even a small group can enjoy  rehashing 
the old stuff or solve a  problem or two. Give it some 
thought and we might be able to find a few more Re-
attas hiding away, and even a new member or two. I 
might even think of inviting y’all down to see the 
bluebonnets in April, if we get some rain this winter. 
 
Thanks again for all your contributions, pictures and 
articles.  Don’t forget Seattle in 2007, get your reser-
vations going West, for Reattas. 

 Phyllis Dalton waiting for the judging to end 
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Reatta Homecoming 
By Barbara Rolander 

April and Ron Gill put together a marvelous home-
coming for Reatta enthusiasts, including three car 
museums and a wedding!  That's right, a wedding at 
the Friday Cruise Night.  The beautiful bride rode in 
a white Reatta convertible and the handsome groom 
in a black Reatta convertible. 
  
Friday morning we were welcomed by Dave Sheets, 
the owner of the Cadillac Club, to his home and pri-
vate car collection. His collection included many 
Cadillacs and other GM automobiles plus several 
Ford products. However, I did not see any MOPARs.  
We enjoyed lunch at the Cadillac Club, then we were 
off to the R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. 
 
Saturday morning we were at the Cadillac Club for 
reflections on the early Buick two passenger car con-
cept, to the production of the Reatta, by current and  

The happy groom 
 
former GM employees. After a buffet lunch we gath-
ered in the parking lot to display sixty-plus Reattas!  
 
About 4pm we left the show site for a photo opportu-
nity at the GM Lansing Craft Centre; where the Re-
attas were built.  The string of Reattas toured Lans-
ing on the way from the show site to the Craft Cen-
tre. (Sometimes there is a very fine line between be-
ing lost and being on tour.) 
  

  Ed and Kitty Farnell at the Lansing Craft Centre 
 
Sunday morning started with breakfast at the Old 
Country Buffet.  After breakfast we drove southwest  
about 50 miles to Hickory Corners to visit the Gil-
more Car Museum.  This is a world class collection 
of nearly 200 vintage cars in a unique rural facility 
on 90 acres.  The cars are displayed in restored his-
toric barns and period buildings.  Also on the 
grounds are a 1930s-era Shell Gas Station and the 
Blue Moon Diner. 
  
Thank you to April and Ron, and their daughters, for 
all their planning and hosting of this very special 
event.  We all had a great time. 

 A line of Reattas at Lansing 
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Reatta Marketplace - Cars and Parts For Sale 

 Parts. You name it, I should have it.  John   810-730-9230.   

1991 Convertible   Red w/saddle top and interior.  22,000 one owner  miles.  $26,000.  I would consider 
offer or trade.   Dean Lauterbach  641-792-5217  IA   email:  dean@lauterbachcars.com 

1990 Convertible  Black, tan interior, black top, 59,000 miles. $13,500.  Ray  732-946-9127  NJ 
 
1990 Convertible  White, tan interior, tan top, 99,000 miles.  $13,000.  Len   845-473-0330  NY 
 
1990 Convertible  Driftwood, tan interior, tan top, 6,700 miles.  $26,000.  Jane  937-832-627  OH 
 
1991 Coupe  Black, tan interior, 114,000 miles.  $7,500.   Dee  412-782-5332   PA 
 
 
Selected ads from previous newsletters are being rerun in abbreviated  format.  It is very difficult to keep up 
with sales as they frequently don't get reported to us.  Please send any ads for the next issue about a month 
before publication.  This way the ad doesn't get lost and the latest status is reported.   We receive numerous 
requests from non-members attempting to sell their cars.  The problem with publishing them in the newslet-
ter is timing.  So, I  am proposing this: If you are interested in buying or selling, send me an email stating 
all preferences in detail.  Indicate if these preferences are definite deal breakers or like-to-haves.  There will 
be no guarantees on any items, (we haven't seen the car either).  No phone or email information will be 
given out unless you indicate in your email answer that you wish to contact or be contacted.  We will have 
no part in setting the price or negotiating a deal.  Our only objective is to introduce two people with the Re-
atta sale/purchase as their objective.  The sale/purchase prices will not be published or discussed. 

Director’s Column  continued from page 2 

belt, stating how he guessed at the replacement and 
succeeded on the first try. 
 
Now write these numbers down and place one of 
these belts in the trunk of your Reatta: 
 Goodyear # 4060725 / 6PK1840 
 A/C Delco GK725 
 Gates KO60725 
 
With our Reattas aging, even without high mileage 
(mine has about 49,000 miles), we should prepare for 
the worst.  Any of the above belts will work and get  
you on your way, although if it’s hot you will be 
also, since the A/C will not be working!  Another 
good investment is the serpentine belt idler pulley; 
mine came apart recently on my LeSabre; fortunately 
close to home. 

In speaking with Ed Farnell, Jim Finn and Nancy 
Eaton, I would like to thank and commend April & 
Ron Gill  on the excellent job they did with the 
“Reatta Homecoming”.   I Wish I could have at-
tended but due to business Lorie and I were unable to 
make it.  I have been promised pictures and possibly 
a videotape of the lectures!?!? 
 
Let’s all start planning early for the 2007 BCA Na-
tional Meet, July 25 – 29 in Bellevue, Washington.  
If we all get in the host Hilton Hotel-Bellevue we 
can all do what Reatta people do best; gather, have a 
great time and Rendezvous! 
 
Thanks to Stan Leslie, and others, for the pictures 
taken in Rochester and Lansing. 
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Director:  Domenick Clemente 
22 Smiths Lane 
Commack, NY 11725 
631-543-3892 
reatta_div@msn.com 
 
Assistant Director:  Jim Finn 
2503 Becks Road 
Duluth, MN 55810 
218-628-2690 
jfinn@cpinternet.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Ed Farnell 
440 Langford Road 
Blythewood, SC 29016 
803-896-4448 
reattaclub@aol.com 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Nancy Eaton 
20111 Deerfield Drive 
Georgetown, TX 78628 
512-869-5114 
reatta@texas.net 
 
Reatta Logo Wear Coordinator:  Carole Madsen 
14560 South Oakley Avenue 
Orland Park, IL 60462 
708-349-8878 
caroleorlandpark@aol.com 
 
Web Site Address: 
http://www.reatta.org 
 
Web Road Master: 
Roberta Vasilow 
BUICKRACER@comcast.net 
 
BCA Technical Advisors—1988-1991 Reattas 
Barney Eaton   Art Kaufman                  
20111 Deerfield Drive 806 Brookside Lane 
Georgetown, TX 78628 Milbrae, CA 94030 
512-869-5114   650-583-8966 
barney@texas.net  artsauto7@cs.com 

Reatta Division 
Buick Club of America 

Officers and Key Division Positions 
 
Reatta Division membership dues are $10.00 per 
year.  Membership is for a twelve month period. 
 
Please note that a pink highlighter mark on the 
RDiv number on your mailing label means that 
your Reatta Division dues are due or overdue.  In 
order to continue receiving the Reatta Division 
newsletter, your RDiv membership status needs to 
be current. 
 
Please make checks payable to: 
Reatta Division, BCA. 
Send all dues payments and address changes 
(please write your RDiv# on your check) to: 
Secretary/Treasurer, Ed Farnell, 440 Langford Rd., 
Blythewood, SC 29016. 
 
All Reatta Division members are required to be 
members of the national organization, the Buick 
Club of America, of which we are an authorized 
division.  
 
Please note that a blue highlighter mark on the 
BCA number on your mailing label means that you 
are not a current member of the Buick Club of 
America.  BCA dues are due or overdue or you 
never became a member of the BCA, in which case 
a BCA membership form is enclosed.   
 
In order to continue receiving the Reatta Division 
newsletter, your BCA membership status needs to 
be current.  The national organization can be con-
tacted as follows: Buick Club of America, P O Box 
360775, Columbus, OH 43236 or by email at 
bcaoffice@buickclub.org 
 
Please send Classified Ads and Newsletter Submis-
sions to: Newsletter Editor, Nancy Eaton, 20111 
Deerfield Dr., Georgetown, TX 78628  
 email  reatta@texas.net 
 
Reatta Division meeting dates:  We normally meet 
once a year at the BCA National Meet. 
 

Membership and Division  
Information 
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REATTA DIVISION 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Ed Farnell 
440 Langford Road 
Blythewood, SC 29016 
 
 

 
 
 

2007 BCA National Meet 
& 

Eighth Annual Reatta Rendezvous 
 

July 25—29 
Bellevue, Washington 

 
Plan Now to Attend 

Register Early 
 

www.nwbuicknational.com 


