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On the Road Again 
More Adventures with BooReatta  

by Chuck Kerls  

Our story actually began in June 2004 at the Buick 
National Meet in Plano, Texas.  My previous article 
about attending our first national meet mentioned 
how Kathy and I met a gentleman, Mike Hanning,  
from New Zealand.  Now, the rest of the story as I 
promised: 
 
As Kathy and I left Plano, we reflected on the friend-
ship we had struck up with Mike Hanning, a true 
Buick collector, and how we hoped that one day we 
would meet up with him again.  Several months 
passed and one day the phone rang.  Lo and behold!  
It was Mike from New Zealand asking for directions  

From left:        Mike and Helena Hanning, Kathy and 
 
to his destination here in Kansas, and wondering if 
he was anywhere close to our home.  As it turned  
out, he was about four miles from our home.  He had  
business to conduct in Wichita and a few outlying  
towns, but instead of working, we each opted to take 
the day off and visit a few antique automobile shops.   
 

We ended a really fun day with a wonderful family  
dinner and  have kept in touch via email since.  
 
Now, you may wonder how BooReatta fits in:  The 
answer is ‘Boo’ is a Buick and, as a collectible car, is 
an ambassador drawing people with common inter-
ests together where friendships are cultivated and 
spread across the globe – which is, in our estimation, 
the first reason to join the Buick Club of America. 
 
The second reason is what happens next and how it  
ties into the Rochester National Meet:  Last March I 
received an email from New Zealand asking if Kathy  

Chuck Kerls 
 
and I were planning to go to Rochester for the Buick  
Meet.  I replied that we were busy making plans and  
looking forward to the trip.  It seemed we both had  
the same plan so Mike and his wife, Helena, flew  
into Wichita and the next morning we all jumped  
  continued on page 5 
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Storing Your Reatta  
by Nancy Eaton, Newsletter Editor 

Over the years we have sought out many Reattas.  
Because of their unique qualities, owners have been  

A garage stuffed with overflow 
 
very reluctant to sell them or allow anyone to know 
they even still own one.  As a result, many owners  
have come up with some rather unique storage meth- 

An outstanding custom-fit all-season car cover 
 
ods.  We have been fortunate to have been invited to  
see a few of these.   I would like to ask if you have a 
more original, or unoriginal, method of storing your 
stable of Reattas.  Are you one of the lucky ones who 
has plenty of space or one who must make use of 
every inch.  Which of these examples is yours? 
 
Whether you are storing your Reatta for the winter or 
an extended period of time, everyone seems to have 
a different opinion on how to get the best storage en- 
vironment: We’ve been cautioned to drain fluids, to  

place the car on jacks, to detach the battery cables,  
to add Decon, to not closing the doors tight but 
closed on the first notch to save the rubber seal on 
the doors.  Some feel one car cover is adequate; 
while others will use two or three covers.   
 
Take it from someone who just uncovered a car after 
10 years; it is a good idea not to cover any vehicle 
for that long without annually uncovering, polishing 
and a good general cleaning.  You might save your-
self from a total restoration to just a car wash. 
 

A shining example of a dedicated connoisseur of all 
things Reatta 
 
No matter which method you choose, it is always a 
good idea to check the car periodically, just to make 
sure something out of the ordinary hasn’t occurred.   

The ultimate total garage for the serious car collector 
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From the Assistant Director 
By Jim Finn 

This was a very busy but fun fall for us involving 
Reattas. The Reatta Homecoming in Lansing, hosted 
by April and Ron Gill, was one of the best prepared 
and fun meets we have been to in a long time. 
 
Mid-November had Linda and I going to New Zea-
land to deliver some parts to Cliff and Doreen 
Humphries for their 1991 convertible. They needed a 
few additional parts to finish  the conversion to right- 
hand drive. The cost of shipping was so high Cliff 
and Doreen invited us to come and see their country, 
and bring the parts as baggage, which we did.  
 
This was a vacation of a lifetime and two weeks was  

not enough. In the next newsletter I will have a full 
story of our trip to New Zealand, plus pictures of the 
only right-hand drive Reatta in existence. 
 
Another Reatta-related trip took George Madsen and 
me to Ed Farnell's home to pick up a 1990 converti-
ble I purchased in the Atlanta area. Ed picked up the 
car for me as I was out of the country, and stored it 
for me until I could come and pick it up. 
 
We are working on plans for the Eighth Annual Re-
atta Rendezvous to be held in conjunction with the 
BCA national meet in Seattle next summer. I will 
also have more on that in the spring newsletter. 

Buick Takes a Bow with Dawning of Reatta      by Ed Mertz 
    An intensified feeling of pride is stirring within this organization.  It started with Regal, and continues 
with the introduction of Reatta. 
   Regal will be a good seller for us; it’s a car with broad appeal and is at the heart of our business.  But how 
can Reatta, a car with limited production that will barely make a dent in our sales figures, have such an im-
pact? 
   Let me describe what’s happening. 
   People on the street are turning their heads at bright red Reattas rolling by, driven by long-lead reporters 
or test drivers.  Many have called our Public Relations office, wondering when they go on sale. 
   The press has come out in droves, and we’re seeing writers and photographers who generally don’t cover 
the Buick “genre” of luxury cars. 
   The excitement is perhaps most evident among Buick dealers and employees, who are animatedly  telling 
friends about the new luxury two-seater. 
   Reatta is unique, bridging the gap between sports and luxury cars.  Yet it precisely fits our newly stated 
image  -  Buick as substantial, distinctive, powerful, mature. 
   It is doing everything we thought it would, and more.  We’ve called it a halo car, because Reatta was to 
shine brightly on all our other fine products and tell the world we have the highest standards of quality and 
luxury. 
   Now, people outside the division are repeating what we’ve said: 
   That Buick has dared to make a bold styling statement, and has come up with a sexy, dynamic car that is 
“crafted” with the best of employees, concepts and equipment. 
   That Reatta is rich in detail, uses the latest technology to improve ride and handling and  -  in a paradox 
for traditional two-seaters  -  is comfortable with plenty of luggage capacity. 
   With Reatta, we have transcended the ordinary sports car and created a two-seater with ambiance. 
It is a two-seater that will follow Buick into the years ahead as we continue to refine our image, offering 
Premium American Motorcars. 
Reatta is a symbol of our determination to be special.  And we have only just begun. 
 
Reprinted from “INSIDE BUICK” , Winter 1988, published by Buick Public Relations for Buick employ-
ees and dealers, and for the B-O-C complex.   Editor: Corby L. Casler. 
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Technical Update 
By Barney Eaton, BCA Technical Advisor 1988-1991 Reatta; ex-BCA Board Member 

I attended the SEMA show in early November and 
was able to get updated Reatta registration numbers 
from R. L. Polk.  I also learned that a Mr. Meteer at 
Polk owns a Driftwood convertible. This information 
is current through July of 2006:  For the first time, 
we have the breakout by year.  Below are the years, 
number of cars registered, and percent of original 
total remaining. 

Mike Brown’s new ride after a total by a speeder 
   
 1988   =  3028  =  64% 

1989   =  4996  =  71% 
1990   =  6781  =  80% 
1991   =  1195  =  79%  

 
The 1991 number is slightly low because several of 
the convertibles were scrapped or donated very early.  
If those cars are factored into the 1991 numbers, the 
1991 percentage increases to 82%. 
 
 
Last month I managed to lock my keys in the Reatta.  
It was the only vehicle I own that does not have a 
hidden spare key. 
 
Where to hide a key on the Reatta?  The main crite-
ria are a location that you can reach without getting 
dirty and the location should not be subject to col-
lecting dirt, etc. 
 
Magnets, Velcro or …?  If you can find a metal sur-
face, hobby store magnets work well.  I have pur-
chased packages with several 1” sq rubber-like mag-
nets.  Glue one to the key and attach it to metal under 

the car.  A good location is under the rear corner of 
the hood, driver’s side. Velcro takes a little more ef-
fort as half needs to be glued to the car, half on the 
key but this works on plastic parts.  I save the Velcro 
from old golf gloves just for jobs like this.  Lastly 
there is the old method of just wire through the key 
and wire it to something under the car. 
 
 
Is your tail light lens dull?  About any polish will 
make a big improvement.  Just be careful around the 
B U I C K letters.  Some owners swear by motorcy-
cle and aircraft windshield polish.  Yes, it is good, 
but expensive and harder to find.  
 
 
Helm, Inc. (www.helminc.com) still has new Reatta 
Service Manuals and Owners Manuals.  A recent 
check shows that SM are $105 for all years except 
1991 and they are $52.50.  OM run about $20 but 
1991 OM are not available.  Don’t wait until they are 
no longer available to get yours. 
 
Ebay has both manuals but don’t pay more for a used 
manual than the cost of a new one.  DO NOT pur-
chase a SM that has NEW PRODUCT MANUAL on 
the front.   
 
Happy New Year       Barney  
 

ReattaWear 
For all your ReattaWear needs, including these golf 
shirts with Reatta script or sunburst logo, contact 
Carole Madsen  at caroleorlandpark@aol.com 
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BooReatta 
Continued from page 1 

into my pickup with BooReatta on the trailer and 
headed north.  We were amazed how our friendship 
grew and how the knowledge gained about our re-
spective countries, their differences and their like-
nesses, made us pledge our piggy banks to saving for 
that fantasy trip.  And to think it all started with a 
car, a bar, and a national car meet. 
 
One of the highlights of the nationals for a Reatta 
owner is the Reatta Rendezvous.  I don’t have the 
exact number, but I think there were about 35 cars.  
What a great job Jim Finn did in planning this fantas-
tic party.  To see 35 Reattas all together cruising 
down the highway was really cool.  The drive was 
beautiful, the food was first rate, and, due to the tem-
perature being so darn hot, the cold beer was extra 
good.  I don’t have to tell you what I was doing.   
 
I kept thinking that whether or not I agree with the 
BCA, the camaraderie on the Rendezvous with a 
bunch of people who share the same interest is worth 
the price of membership in the BCA, and the Reatta 
Division to boot!   
 
It was interesting to meet some of the long-time dis-
cussion forum participants.  With the lengthy discus-
sion on the forum about whether to modify or leave a 
car original I expected further comments, but don’t  

BooReatta and new stablemate, T-Mader 
 
recall that topic being discussed that evening. We 
were all one group having a good time, talking about 
our cars like they were our babies.  
  
We all come from different walks of life, but for one 

evening the problems of the world were gone and  
everyone was smiling and wondering if we would be  
able to find the ice cream place.  It turned out to be  

The one and only BooReatta 
 
much easier than it was in Plano.  Remember when  
Barney and Nancy sent us all on the scenic tour in  
search of the Texas ice cream cone? 
 
When I think of all the wonderful cars on display in 
one spot, of all the makes, models and years, I have 
to wonder why the world could not be one big car 
show.  Maybe Buick people could show them a little 
about peace.  We made friends from all over this 
country and across the world, and it is due to a car 
club and a bunch of people getting together to work 
hard to improve the hobby.   
 
As we prove to ourselves each year, collector cars 
are not cheap to maintain.    I was asked several 
times during the week, ‘How do we continue to grow 
the BCA and the Reatta Division?’  The answer is 
simple:  As Reatta Division members we have pride 
in what we do and we show our pride to the rest of 
the BCA by setting our standards high: Pride is what 
separates substance from hot air. 
 
Just one more quick note about the week: Mike and 
Helena became grandparents again that week.  They 
shared their pictures of the new baby, and we were 
amazed at the bond  that has developed via emails 
between Rochester and New Zealand.  Truly, our 
world is growing smaller. 
 
Thanks for letting us be a part of the fun. 
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Reatta Marketplace - Cars and Parts For Sale 

If you are interested in buying or selling, send Nancy an email stating all preferences in detail.  Indicate if 
these preferences are definite deal breakers or like-to-haves.  There will be no guarantees on any items, (we 
haven't seen the car either).  No phone or email information will be given out unless you indicate in your 
email answer that you wish to contact or be contacted.  We will have no part in setting the price or negotiat-
ing a deal.  Our only objective is to introduce two people with the Reatta sale/purchase as their objective.  

PARTS  You name it, I should have it.  John  810-730-9230 
 
 
1990 Convertible Driftwood, tan interior, tan top.  6,700 miles.  $26,000.  Jane  937-832-2627 OH 
 
 
1990 Convertible White, blue interior, white top.  50,000 miles and still pristine.  All goodies were  
   retained by original purchasers.  Must sell $10,000.  John  401-560-0140  RI 
 
    
1988 Coupe  Black exterior, red (maroon) interior.  Original owner.  Excellent condition. 
   ABS and sunroof need parts.  Mileage under 41,000.  $7,000.  Donna Divine 
   806-795-7393  donna.divine@sbc.global.net  RDiv#99 
 
 
1990 Coupe  Driftwood , tan interior.  92,000 miles.  Garage kept.  Sunroof.  Bertie 
   410-661-7314  Baltimore MD 
 
 
1989 Coupe  Red exterior, tan interior.  140,750 miles.  Original condition.  $5,900 
   richardroot@aim.com  RDiv#742 
 
 
1990 Coupe  Black, tan interior.  70,000 miles, looks like 30,000.  Excellent body, interior 
   and mechanics.  Losing storage.  $7,500.  Bob  610-327-1086 before 2 pm 
 
 
1990 Coupe  Claret red (burgundy), burgundy interior.  56,000 miles.  Two-owner southern car, 
   absolutely no rust.  This car could easily be a gold BCA winner.  Reason for 
   selling; I suddenly have 7 Reattas and am running out of garage space.  $7,500. 
   Ed Farnell  803-754-6922  edfarnell@aol.com 
 
 
1990 Convertible Maui blue.  This is a really nice and very original car.  Excellent body, interior 
   and mechanics.  This is a completely rust-free southern car with 82,000 miles.   
   If you want a really nice convertible this one is priced right at $10,600.  Reason 
   for selling is space problems and I own 2 identical Maui blue convertibles 
   Ed Farnell  803-754-6922  edfarnell@aol.com 
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Director :  Domenick Clemente 
22 Smiths Lane 
Commack, NY 11725 
631-543-3892 
reatta_div@msn.com 
 
Assistant Director:  Jim Finn 
2503 Becks Road 
Duluth, MN 55810 
218-628-2690 
jfinn@cpinternet.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Ed Farnell 
440 Langford Road 
Blythewood, SC 29016 
803-754-6922 
reattaclub@aol.com 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Nancy Eaton 
20111 Deerfield Drive 
Georgetown, TX 78628 
512-869-5114 
reatta@texas.net 
 
Reatta Logo Wear Coordinator:  Carole Madsen 
14560 South Oakley Avenue 
Orland Park, IL 60462 
708-349-8878 
caroleorlandpark@aol.com 
 
Web Site Address: 
http://www.reatta.org 
 
Web Road Master: 
Roberta Vasilow 
BUICKRACER@comcast.net 
 
BCA Technical Advisors—1988-1991 Reattas 
Barney Eaton   Art Kaufman                  
20111 Deerfield Drive 806 Brookside Lane 
Georgetown, TX 78628 Milbrae, CA 94030 
512-869-5114   650-583-8966 
barney@texas.net  artsauto7@cs.com 

  
 

Buick Club of America 
Officers & Key Division Positions 

Reatta Division membership dues are $10.00 per 
year.  Membership is for a twelve month period. 
 
Please note that a pink highlighter mark on the 
RDiv number on your mailing label means that 
your Reatta Division dues are due or overdue.  In 
order to continue receiving the Reatta Division 
newsletter, your RDiv membership status needs to 
be current. 
 
Please make checks payable to: 
Reatta Division, BCA. 
Send all dues payments and address changes 
(please write your RDiv# on your check) to: 
Secretary/Treasurer, Ed Farnell, 440 Langford Rd., 
Blythewood, SC 29016. 
 
All Reatta Division members are required to be 
members of the national organization, the Buick 
Club of America, of which we are an authorized 
division.  
 
Please note that a blue highlighter mark on the 
BCA number on your mailing label means that you 
are not a current member of the Buick Club of 
America.  BCA dues are due or overdue or you 
never became a member of the BCA, in which case 
a BCA membership form is enclosed.   
 
In order to continue receiving the Reatta Division 
newsletter, your BCA membership status needs to 
be current.  The national organization can be con-
tacted as follows: Buick Club of America, P O Box 
360775, Columbus, OH 43236 or by email  
bcaoffice@buickclub.org 
 
Please send classified ads and newsletter submis-
sions to: Newsletter Editor, Nancy Eaton, 20111 
Deerfield Dr., Georgetown, TX 78628  
email   reatta@texas.net 
 
Reatta Division meeting dates:  We normally meet 
once a year at the BCA National Meet. 

Membership and Division  
Information 

Division 
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REATTA DIVISION 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Ed Farnell 
440 Langford Road 
Blythewood, SC 29016 
 
 

 
 
 

2007 BCA National Meet 
& 

Eighth Annual Reatta Rendezvous 
 

July 25—29 
Bellevue, Washington 

 
Plan Now to Attend 

Register Early 
 

www.nwbuicknational.com 


