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Where Are We Headed?
Where Do We Want to be Headed?

As the BCA continues to age, these questions awhers, our cars are entered in Class R. When|the
face them as well. In 1966 when the BCA was clReattas first started to be entered for judging
tered, the main goal seemed to be actual restaraition, we were placed in a class with GNs, Regdls,
or continued maintenance of a stock automolaled the like. It didn’t take us long to figure dbat
Very distinctly BUICK only! Now, forty years lateiif we wanted to be judged in our own class, we had
that has become an unreal goal. We want increésget busy and recruit more Reattas. Today, vie pu
membership in the BCA, but are there enough restamber the GNs and Regals at most shows.
able ‘antique’ cars to support the older criterian-

tigues. I'm sure there were enumerable finds Retently, and not so recently, there has been dh

with knowledge of old cars discovered their hidiagceptance within RDiv. There is no question w
place. Sure, there are some still in hiding ba $sloever that those Reatta owners and their car

which they know more about as these are the cafaaifthey are Reatta owners. The one thing theyt
their childhood. The most popular cars today heshiave to keep in mind is that the judging manual
fabulous giants of the fifties, sixties and sevesiti been adopted to guide us in restoring or maintgi
the Reatta as it was built by Buick. When you make
It will be another few years before Reattas becarhanges from the original then it is no longeriblig
the focal point and that’s why it is important taim to be entered in the same grouping as the origiAal
tain as many as possible. That's where this questew grouping needs to be recognized. Howevelf to
comes to the forefront. Should we attempt to udgeso there must be a qualifying number enteged
only pure restorations and preservations or do eterggularly in order to create an additional growst |
real and show the public an overall, day-to-day [@s happened when Class R was added.
ture of the Reatta and the enjoyment derived from
ownership. | see no reason why we can't retail Bdhen the RDiv was organized, membership n
images. We, as members of the Reatta Divislmars were relatively low and quite scattered aroyind
usually have more than one reason to become atpartountry. Therefore, an annual meeting in cfn-
of the RDiv. Information, instruction, parts, cadr junction with the annual National Meet seemed tofbe
ery and fun top the list for most people. Likeadl the easiest and most economical way for meetings.
enthusiasts, an hour or a day is gone before yeuNith other Reatta owners participating on the disc
aware of its passing and you reluctantly go hormesien forum, new problems and questions are arising.
alizing you are eagerly awaiting the next meet.  This brings out the question of, ‘Where do we wa

Because the RDiv members are almost all Re@eriinued on page 5




Director’s Column
By Domenick Clemente

This is my last article for the newsletter as yDir was created entails, “Acting as consultants to th

vision Director. In some respects this makes nudficers, considering proposed ideas and procedural
sad, however | am very glad that Bill Parks angiethods on behalf of the membership and to ag-
George Madsen have decided to take the opportuaint potential officer candidates with leadership
nity to become your new officers. | am very proudeeds. Potential officer candidates should be ep-

to see such very capable members step up and waluraged for advisory board positions”. Carole is
unteer to take the helm. This past year, due tb ba’'t running for Assistant Director this year, how-
personal and health problems, | have had to lean@rer her other half, George, is!

Jim Finn, Nancy Eaton and my South Carolina

neighbor Ed Farnell. Just a reminder, even if yddave you thought about the 2008 National to take

do not attend the annual meeting please make splace in Flint, Michigan next year? If you at-

you mail your ballot included in the newsletter.  tended the 2003 Centennial you may remember the

great time we had at our own “Reatta Hotel”, ar
ranged by former Director and last year's “Bob P¢g
terson Award” winner Bob Neumann. Bob volun-
teered to reprise and secure the same hotel in Gi

Blanc, Michigan, and make arrangements for the

an

Division. We all know how persuasive Bob can be¢
and who knows, we may even have another police

escort to the National.

Bring with you some ideas for the 2008 National t
be discussed at the annual meeting. Since 2008
will not have a judged event, do we want to have

By the time you receive the newsletter and reasl tliur own Reatta-judged show at the hotel as we d
column, your plans to attend the 2007 Nationa 2003? Are you willing to volunteer and lend &g
Meet should be well under way. This will be myand?

first year attending without my Reatta and my wife

Lorie. My daughter will be having our new grand-

son just about the same time we will be judginighave yet to receive any nominations for the “Bolp
cars, and Lorie will be joyfully staying home to- asPeterson” award and, as in previous articles, haye

sist the family. asked for candidates to be voted on by your off
cers. Please send Jim Finn or me a short reas

We will also be looking for a volunteer to replacevhy you would like to name a candidate.

Carole Madsen whose term as one of the original

three on the Board of Advisors will be coming to

an end. Carole not only was one of the first tb vdn closing | would like to thank Stanley Held who

unteer for this position but also has and is da@nghas helped Nancy Eaton, our Newsletter Editof

great job as our Reatta Logo Wear Coordinator. assemble and edit such a terrific publication. W
would like to give a special thanks to Carole, whall know how much time and effort goes into “nof
also spent many hours at the Reatta table at the Maly reminding me to write my article” but making
tional last year and is always willing to help. a deadline. | have never met Stanley but | am to

he will make the National this year and look for{
Please keep in mind if you do volunteer for the Advard to meeting him. See you all at the National i
visory Board position one of the reasons the boaBellevue!
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Reatta Division Officer Candidate Biographies

Candidate for Assistant Director
George Madsen
Reatta Division # 602

| have been a GM car lover for as long as | can
member. My allegiance to the Reatta marquis

gan with the purchase of my first Reatta in ea
2002. | joined the BCA and the Reatta Division th
same year. | have documented about 100 cars
the Reatta.net database, and always love lear]
new facts about these neat little two-seaters.s avg

Reatta Division Team Captain at the 2006 BC

National Meet in Rochester, Minnesota, where (
team did a fair and unbiased job of judging ‘90
‘91 convertibles.

| see the Reatta Division continuing to grow as

move forward with projects and events that engg
our members. | know our officers are mindful th
new members are key to the healthy growth of th

Division. | would like your support in order to e
part of the process that increases interest and-m

bership in the Reatta Division. | ask you to viatie
me for Assistant Director of the Reatta Division
the BCA. | invite you to email me with any of you
ideas or comments at Mrrevetta@aol.com.

Candidate for Secretary/Treasurer
Ed Farnell
Reatta Division # 682

Iy car collecting began in the late seventies wit
P&he purchase and restoration of my ‘67 Austi
Iy
at

for
ning
:
A
DUr
&
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Healey, which | still own. Five Reattas, a Rivierg
that my wife Kitty drives, two MGB'’s and three
€dldsmobiles, ‘55, ‘57 and ‘92, round out my cal
fleet. | also own an ‘07 Silverado to pull thes;ar
the horses and to help me in my post-retireme
contracting business. Kitty and | both retired las

year, but we are both still working to support ou
hobbies.

| have served as your secretary/treasurer for ti
past three years and have enjoyed the experier
immensely. In addition to the Buick Club of
America and the Reatta Division, | am also &
member of the Austin Healey Club of America
the North American MGB Register and thsg
Oldsmobile Club of America

| am offering to continue serving as your secrg

of a strong club as vital to the continued apprecia

tion and preservation of one of Buick’'s most beau
Hiiful cars. My experience with automobile clubs is
that membership brings out the best in people,
that only really nice people join. Either way,dol
cars seem to bring out the best in all of us.

=

tary/treasurer because | believe in the importang
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Technical Update
By Barney Eaton, BCA Technical Advisor 1988-1991 Reatta; ex-BCA Board Member

Retrofit Procedures, R-12 to R-134a show signs of leakage will have to be replaced. TH
by Fred Bordoff condenser surface will have to be clean without tg
many bent fins.
In this article we use the term "retrofit" to delse

the special procedures necessary to convert an R&lrZce the existing R-12 system is determined to e

A/C system to operate on R-134a refrigerant. good, we can begin the retrofit procedure. There
no such thing as a universal retrofit procedurea or
While some vehicle manufacturers have developsiople kit a technician can purchase that will pro
retrofit kits, we believe that for most cars thare vide all the necessary parts to guarantee a succe
less expensive ways to go. For example, retrodjttiriul retrofit for every make and model. If we follow
a Ford Bronco using a Ford kit can cost in exceasfew basic guidelines we can assure a success
of $600. Also depending on operating conditionsetrofit for most.
retrofitting procedures might vary on the same ve-
hicle. Retrofitting a vehicle in Phoenix, AZ. wouldWhen R134a was first introduced, it was though
be different than in NYC that all non-barrier/ nitril hoses would have to bg
replaced during a retrofit, but later testing ha
In this article we will look for the lowest costitre- shown that the mineral oil used in an R-12 syste
fit procedure available and still maintain coolindorms a natural seal. In most cases, the R-12 ho{
performance comparable to R-12 systems or wittill perform well, provided they are in good condi-
cooling performance that although slightly reducetipn. This is also true for O-rings, unless thaérfgs

would be sufficient to satisfy the customer. Whilbave been disturbed during the repair or retrofit,

the least costly retrofit procedure might not workeplacing O-rings should not be necessary.
on all cars it should work on the majority.
The mineral oil used with R-12 will not work with

When retrofitting an A/C system, the first and mo$R-134a. Almost all new car manufacturers are us-
important step is to determine the condition of thag PAG oil in new cars with R134a. They are alsp

existing R-12 system. Retrofitting a marginal sysecommending PAG oil on retrofits.. PAG oils
tem will not work. Since R-134a is less efficienhave to be handled very carefully because they g

than R-12, a system that is not cooling properlydroscopic ( they absorb moisture from the atmos-
will only be worse after a retrofit. Also remembephere); this oil muse be capped tightly when not in

that R-134a runs at higher pressures than R-12.u8e The amount of mineral oil that can safely b
system that is not tight or a system that hasghtsli left in the system after retrofitting is still bejrde-
leakage will most certainly leak after a conversiobated. It was originally thought that any mineril o

We must also consider temperature in the convéeft in the system would cause system failureg.

sion process. Temperature of the engine as wellMany aftermarket A/C specialists are choosing t

ambient air temperature When engine temperatwee ester oils. Esters mix well with R134a and min-

is too hot it cannot dissipate the heat at the coeral oil at all temperatures, and any residual R-1

denser as well as cool the engine, and since high@neral oil left in the system will not have a sign

pressure (R-134a) means higher temperature, a coant effect.

running engine is essential to a successful retrofi

This might mean the installation of an additiondhdustry experts once thought that a retrofit woul

fan. require replacement of the compressor. It has sin
been routinely accepted that most compressors tk

The first step, therefore, is a careful inspectidn are functioning well with R-12 will continue to

the existing R-12 system. Any worn components

will have to be replaced, any hoses or O-rings th@entinued on page 6
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Reatta Division Officer
Candidate Biographies

GM'’s 100th Birthday in 2008
Hosted by Buicktown Chapter

Candidate for Director
Bill Parks
Reatta Division # 780

| have been practicing law in the Alleghany Hig
lands of Western Virginia for thirty-five years.
have been President of the Alleghany-Bath Hig
land Bar Association for the past four years. -I
ceived my BA and JD degrees from the Univers
of Virginia. | also serve as Director and Secreta
of the Shenandoah Autism in Clifton Forge, Vi
ginia, where my wife Elaine and I live.

My first “collector car” was a 1960 MGA which

periodically burst into flames and malodorouglySome other projects will need membership appro

engaged its emergency brake spontaneously. N
cifully, this car drowned in the Flood of 1985. |
1989, | acquired a rust-bucket 1979 Volkswag
convertible, which is currently undergoing its thit
restoration.

The first Buick joined us in 2001 when | found
1990 Reatta convertible on the banks of the Pc

mac River near Washington, DC. The car themechanics and suppliers is now starting to dry

had 36,000 miles on it and was certified gold
'04 and '05 and silver in '06. The car is such
delight that | can’t just pamper and preserve it
it's about to turn 100,000 miles.

The love of my life, the lovely Elaine, has el
hanced the pleasure of rolling up those ma
miles.

| wish the best to all who go to Seattle this su
mer and wonder why | am Director of the Rea
Division since I'm on my way to France; all sug
gestions will be deeply appreciated. Look for n
Reatta’s story in the next issue.

r-ready has plans and even some that are ready tq

Four years ago the Buicktown Chapter hosted
grand birthday for the Buick Motor Division to celg
brate the 100th birthday of Buick. They will ho
again next year to celebrate the 100th birthday
h-General Motors. Everyone still talks of the grg
| showing of Buicks from new to old, old to new. Ca
hthey do it again? You bet ya!

e
tpour Grand Host of 2003, Bob Neumann, has g
irgiously volunteered to be our host for 2008 and

Namely, hotel reservations at the same 2003 hg
Wingate Inn, Grand Blanc.

hdrefore final planning can be done. In other aidag
hthis newsletter various possibilities have be
ehrought out. So, if you are unable to attend the

Continued on page 8

Where Are We Going?

Continued from page 1

to go?’ GM’s Buick Motor Division has discontinue
most ‘Reatta only’ parts. This puts us in the posi
of supporting parts acquisition by vendors or deal
ing parts we label as ‘I might need that someday’.

aThose Reatta owners who use their Reattas as ¢
takivers are in even more trouble as their netwdrk

iDo we encourage their membership by helping th
do maintain their cars? Or do we hoard what pa
swe have for the “Trailer Queens” of tomorrow?

Our time to shine will come. Will our stars shirn

n-brightly with a smile as we serve others of the BG

ngr snub those in need while we watch our numb
decrease daily until there is no longer a BCA?

mGood questions?  Why not add your thoughts
tdhese points and include them with your ballot as Y
J-vote for 2008 Officers of the Reatta Division. (
nyeven better, bring your thoughts to the annual mg

ing in Bellevue. See you there!
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Reatta Division Annual Meeting Minutes 2006

The annual meeting of the Reatta Division, BCA was if they wished, at the 2008 BCA meeting in Flinticlf-
called to order by Director Domenick Clemente,: 403 gan. While there will be no judging at the 2008ty
pm at the Rochester Convention Center in Rochester, Bob said that he was planning some special events f
Minnesota. Reatta owners.

The minutes of the 2005 annual meeting, which rehb Also under new business was a discussion abowdhe
published in the most recent Reatta Division nettesle  visability of selling Reatta logo wear outside theb
were approved by majority vote of the members piesemembership. While some members favored this cdnce

as a possible revenue generator, the general camsen
The FY 05/06 treasurer’s report reflecting a badaoc ~ was that due to the proprietary nature of the kbgo it
$9,944.51 was distributed to and approved by athme may not be a good precedent to generally markdbtee
bers present. items. There was no vote taken on the issue.

Director Clemente called for any additional nomimias The final item under new business was a discussboiit
for the election of officers. None being receivea how best to utilize a portion of Reatta Divisiorcamu-
nominations were closed and the ballots that had be lated funds to support the Buick Club of America am
mailed in and those received at the meeting werengio enhance the image of the Reatta Division. Numeopuds
members John Vonberg and Jenny Landers to courd. tions were discussed and several members had soime
total of sixty three (63) ballots was counted. vative and interesting ideas. It was moved andamsul

that John Forrette would form a small committeenein-
A few minutes were taken for all members to intr@elu  bers to look into various options with respect snall
themselves to the group. portion of the accumulated funds.

Under new business was the presentation of theandeco Members VonBerg and Landers reported that the tballo
annual Bob Peterson award. The Bob Petersordas/avotes, after tabulation, reflected that the offsctar the
presented annually to a member who has done sargetbbming year are Domenick Clemente, Director; Jirmki
outstanding to benefit the Reatta Division andpieser- Assistant Director; and Ed Farnell, Secretary/Tueas
vation of Reattas. Each year the membership isdcak

provide nominations for the award with the findesion There was some discussion led by Assistant Direlthor
being made by the current officers. The award®@f6 Finn about the Rendezvous for the next year intfeeat
was presented by last year’s recipient, Nancy Eaton He stated that there may be some difficulty becatisize
Bob Neumann for his years of support and servitdhdgo high traffic density of the site and the BCA evethiat
Reatta Division. The members present gave Bol@ lo have been planned. Jim stated that he would bHerexyp
and well deserved ovation. a number of potential options.

Bob Neumann reported that he was working on a hoteThere being no further business, the meeting was ad
location for the Reatta Division members to stagetber, journed at 4:30 pm.

Reatta Marketplace - Cars and Parts For Sale

Parts You name it, | should have it. John 810-730-9230

Parts Large inventory. Reasonable prices. Jim jfinp@iernet.com

1989 Coupe 62,700 miles. Pewter Gray Metallic with Gray Ulgaft leather interior. Three time BCA
National Gold Award winner. Travel in comfort toet2007 BCA National Meet. $9,995. Haven
Rolander BCA #40654, 11151 Eby Street, Overland,R&8 66210, (913) 451-3291 or (913) 488-8025.

1990 Convertible 44,000 milesRed with saddle interior. White top. CD playedaomplete owner’s
manual. $17,500. Fred Ross. (330) 534-4188. OH
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Technical Update

Continued from page 4

function well after retrofit. A few older compres-
sors might have to be replaced.

Division
Buick Club of America
Officers & Key Division Positions

Desiccants used with R-12 are not the same
desiccants used with R134a. Some experts r

while others maintain that it is not necessary. Al
agree that if a system is opened for my length g
time, the dryer should be replaced anyway, so th

installation of an R134a dryer should be dong¢

with the retrofit. When retrofitting an R-12 sys-
tem, certain legal requirements must be met, sug
as the installation of new fittings that will be
unique to the refrigerant being used. The new re
frigerant must be identified by a uniquely colored
label, in order to identify the refrigerant in the
system. All the R-12 must be removed before fill
ing the system with an alternative and that EP/

approved equipment must be used in order to re

cover the R-12 from the system.

Keep in mind that although EPA has approved
refrigerants other than R134a as alternative$

there is no such thing as a "drop-in" refrigerant
because the use of any alternative refrigerar
must meet the requirements mentioned above.

To sum up, after the R-12 system has been car
fully inspected and the remaining R-12 is comj
pletely removed, the system should be evacuate
for at least one hour. When adding R-134a onl
fill to 85% of the R-12 capacity, watching the
high side pressure carefully. It Is also recom
mended to change the high pressure cutoff switg
to a R134a switch (one rated at 400%#).

2007 Reatta Rendezvous in
Bellevue

The Reatta Rendezvous will be held Friday, July
27th at noon, in conjunction with the RDiv annua
meeting. It will be a box lunch affair. Lunchesa
$11. per person. Email me, jfinn@cpinternet.con
so | know how many lunches to order.

More info will be available at the RDiv table and

Director: Domenick Clemente
44 Bloomingdale Road

" Levittown, NY 11756

f 631-543-3892
reatta_div@msn.com

S
ommend that the dryer be changed on a retrofi

e

D

Assistant Director. Jim Finn
h 2503 Becks Road

Duluth, MN 55810
~218-628-2690

jfinn@cpinternet.com

Secretary/Treasurer. Ed Farnell
440 Langford Road

_ Blythewood, SC 29016
803-754-6922
reattaclub@aol.com

>

D

Newsletter Editor: Nancy Eaton
"’ 20111 Deerfield Drive
Georgetown, TX 78628
512-869-5114
reatta@texas.net

L

i Reatta Logo Wear Coordinator. Carole Madsen
L 14560 South Oakley Avenue
" Orland Park, IL 60462
708-349-8878
caroleorlandpark@aol.com
h Web Site Address
http://www.reatta.org

Web Road Master.
Roberta Vasilow
BUICKRACER@comcast.net

BCA Technical Advisors—1988-1991 Reattas
Barney Eaton Art Kaufman

20111 Deerfield Drive 806 Brookside Lane
Georgetown, TX 78628 Milbrae, CA 94030
512-869-5114 650-583-8966

—4

posted on bulletin boards at the host hotel.

barney@texas.net artsauto7@cs.com




REATTA DIVISION
Secretary/Treasurer
Ed Farnell

440 Langford Road
Blythewood, SC 29016

BarneyCranks For Sale

GM'’s 100th Birthday

Does your Reatta wink at other cars? BarneyCr
can put your Reatta back to better-than-new h
light performance. Price includes instructionsl

shipping.

Headlight bell cranks, each $35.
Headlight bell crank KIT, each $40
Trunk lock repair kit $9
Conv. boot protector $29
Repro conv. Visor clips, eac$25
Conv. Cockpit covers from $62
Car Covers, 13 fabrics from $99
& thousands of patterns
Dash covers $35
88-89 Floor mat “R” logo $7ea, 4/$25.

Rebuild Headlight motors, w/exchg $50
Rebuild antennas, w/exchg $50
Please contact me with any questions or if you
to purchase. Barney@texas.net or 512-869-511

aéhtinued from page 5
ead-

aannual meeting in Seattle, be sure to send in yo
voting ballot for officers and include an extraaot
stating your preference on suggested ideas or e
propose others. Let us hear from you.

Until the entire program in in place, some stipul3
tions have been set to allow everyone a fair cha
with hotel reservations: The individual making th

room per family unless prior approval is obtaineq
from Neumann.

Reservations will be accepted AFTER August 1,
2007, and MUST be made through Kathy Olund
widlingate Inn Sales Manager. The cost will be
4$90.00 per night plus tax.

reservation must be a current paid member of the
Reatta Division and BCA. You can reserve ONE

ven
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