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Magic Carpet Ride 
By Bill Parks 

The first Reatta to arrive in our part of the world  
(the last 30 miles of I-64 before it enters West Vir-
ginia from Virginia, known as the Alleghany High-
lands) was a sea mist coupe that was bought by one 
of the big collectors in town. The car left the  High-
lands a short while later, never to be seen again. 
  
My first memory of a Reatta was heading west out 
of Richmond, Virginia, on I-64, of course, some- 
time in 1991. We were passed by a convertible that 
memory has tricked me into believing was dark 
green with a saddle top and interior.  That car 
floated past us like a 
magic carpet and I de-
cided I had to have one.  
  
Virginia dealers couldn't 
get enough Reattas and 
they disappeared quickly 
from showrooms. We 
opted for a white Road-
master we called "Moby 
Buick," which was 
lemoned out the next 
year for a green Roadmaster dubbed "Lemonaid."  
Sightings of Reattas were rare and exciting, includ-
ing a white convertible on Nantucket in 1998. 
  
Then, Labor Day weekend of 2001, my son and I 
were attending a VW show in Manassas with my 
1971 Super Beetle.  Just about twilight, in the head-
quarters motel parking lot, backed into a space, we 
saw a car with a long, wide, smooth, sloping hood; 
burgundy in color, with a tan top.  This sighting 
was so rare and unexpected that we checked the 

hood ornament to be sure it really was a Reatta, the 
first my son had ever seen. 
 
In a gesture of wild hope, I scrawled a note on my 
business card, "If you ever decide to sell this car, 
please call me", and stuck it under one of the wind-
shield wipers.  I then abandoned all hope because 
no one would ever surrender such a beauty. 
  
Then, in August 2002, we got an e-mail: "I'm not 
the guy who owned it when you left your card, but 
he told me to contact you if I ever sold it”. We 

made contact, set up a 
view and by October, 
Elaine and I traveled to 
the seller's home to 
close the deal. It was a 
1990 claret convertible 
with saddle top and inte-
rior.  The seller was full 
of good advice, includ-
ing, "Join the BCA ." 
  
The car's mileage was 

then 36,000 and was a dream to drive; it became 
my commuter.  It was too good to hide in a garage 
under cover.  Showing the car simply motivated 
keeping it in good repair and getting periodic cos-
metic touch-ups, inside and out.   
  
Despite the wear and tear of the 70,000-plus miles 
we've put on the car, its need for a new top, two 
collisions with deer, and its hood being raked by a 
backing-up over-sized pick-up truck, that 1990 Re-
atta is still our Magic Carpet Ride. 
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When I received a call back in the summer asking 
me to be a "candidate for director," I thought that 
being a director meant being a member of a board 
of directors. That's how little I knew.  I was out of 
the country when the summer newsletter arrived, so 
I found myself elected the director before I realized 
that I was the only candidate and had been elected 
after attending only three BCA national meets. So I 
missed the deadline for the next newsletter.  

 
I have learned that one principal activity of the di-
rector is fielding e-mails from Reatta owners ask-
ing me to appraise their cars, to sell their cars, and 
to advise them how to fix their cars.  All I really 
know about the Reatta Division is that it runs as 
well as our dependable V-6 engines; thanks to the 
terrific people who appear after the director in the 
list of Officers and Key Division Positions on the 
next to last page of this newsletter, year after year 
after year. 

The director's other principal activity is appreciat-
ing, admiring and feeling grateful to those other 
officers and key folks of the division.  They know 
enough to keep on doing their jobs no matter who 
gets "elected" to be the director.  Jim and Ed and 
Nancy and Barney and Carol and Roberta and Art 
and Bob and  now Domenick just keep doing their 
jobs out of love for our magic carpets and the peo-
ple who drive them. 
  
That's why we have a new web site that must be 
getting lots of hits and  impressing people because 
it makes the director look like he really knows 
about Reattas and how to sell and fix them. 
  
Elsewhere in this issue, you'll find news about the 
hotel we'll be staying in as a group for next sum-
mer's National Meet in Flint, Michigan, during 
General Motors’ Centennial. This meet will be 
well-worth attending, since GM's Sloan Museum is 
there.  It's also a great opportunity to meet the peo-
ple who designed, built, marketed and sold our 
roadsters; and to learn more of the unique experi-
ence that is Reatta.   
 
At the 2003 Meet a fellow stood and stared at my 
Reatta for a few minutes and said , "I know that 
car. It was owned by a couple in North Carolina in 
the nineties." I told him he was mistaken, and he 
walked away unpersuaded that my car was a 
stranger to him.  Then I checked the loose-leaf 
book that has held my car's records since birth and 
there it was  —  she got the car in the divorce and 
moved to North Carolina! 
  
We'd like to see a large Reatta turnout for the 2008 
National Meet, but you need to start planning now.  
These meets are a great chance to meet other Reatta 
owners, swap stories, and learn how to care for our 
four-wheeled babies.  Most of all, you get to make 
new friends with people of such discernment and 
refined taste as to own and keep such a fine piece 
of recent automotive history as the Reatta. 
  
     See you in Flint! 

Director’s Column 
By Bill Parks 
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Flint 2008 
 
It seems like only yesterday the Reatta Division 
had their first (and we thought only) National Meet 
where we had our own judging, trophies and even 
anniversary cake, our 10th.  Do you suppose we 
can have cake again to celebrate 15?  Hopefully, 
the weather will cooperate, the Reattas will show 
en masse, and another Reatta reunion can be ar-
ranged.  Everyone had such a marvelous time, I’m 
sure they are preparing for an even better turn out.  
We had 92 Reattas last time, could we possibly 
have 200?  We also found out that Neumann can 
really throw a party!!!!! 
 
Plans are unfolding for the Rendezvous, although 
not completely finalized as yet.  You know it will 
be a fun time.   And, of course, Carole will have 
some new and different logo items.  The annual 
business meeting will be Saturday afternoon, 
probably around 3:00pm.  
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are several other activities hosted by the 
BCA which I’m sure you will want to attend, check 
out and visit.  You never know what good items 
can show up in swap/vendor booths.  Tours of the 
Buick Heritage Alliance will be well attended 
where you will see many items of historic impor-
tance.   
 
Here is your chance to talk with the different gurus 
about your car and get ideas on how you can re-

store certain items or find out whether that part is 
readily available.   
 
George’s Mystery Rendezvous 
 
He says it will be a mystery.  Only he and Carole 
know where the location of our next Reatta Ren-
dezvous will be.  We know that Michigan has some 
very beautiful scenic places. From past experience 
we know there are unique cultural areas all around 
Flint.  Of course, there are great car associated ar-
eas like the Michigan International Speedway; 
where I know that George had to be pulled off the 
race track after exceeding the specified speed 
limit— or maybe that was a black convertible.  I 
guess he just wanted to prove that a Reatta can run 
with the best of them. 
 
Antique shops seem to be abundant, which hit the 
spot with me.  However, it quickly became a choice  
between antiques or golf on one of many courses 
all around.  I had to make a decision so I said, 
“How about an early round of golf followed by an 
afternoon strolling through those antique shops we 
found in Fenton?”  I later questioned why there are 
so many beautiful courses here and we have to play 
through the rocks and cactus.  I guess we have to 
compromise because at least we get to play ‘year 
round while they fight their way through the snow.  
 
But it is really not fair that Buick sponsors a tour-
nament right there in Grand Blanc, where Tiger 
Woods shows up every year.  Maybe some day, 
after everyone moves South. . . 
 
Sorry.  Back to the Rendezvous.  This place George 
selected must be something special.  He even went 
back a second time to check it out.  I hope we’re 
not paying his expenses.  Now he’s telling these 
whopping stories like, “They are changing their 
menu and won’t be able to finalize our reservations 
until after the first of the year.”  Just another tactic 
to be able  to  miss  the  Reatta newsletter  deadline. 
 
Continued on page 6 

Editor’s Notes 
By Nancy Eaton 
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Technical Update 
By Barney Eaton , BCA Tech Advisor 1988-1991 Reatta; Vice-President B CA Board  

The Fall 2007 Reatta Division Newsletter had my 
picture plastered on the front page.   I wondered 
what I had done to deserve such treatment. By now 
you know: I was the honored recipient  of the 2007 
Bob Peterson Award. Thanks to all for this prestig-
ious recognition. 
 
Who was Bob Peterson?   Bob was the first news-
letter editor, secretary/treasurer, and membership 
coordinator all rolled into one. Looking over old 
newsletters,  Bob was answering questions that I 
am asked today. Bob, along with John Forrette and 
Bob Neumann, were the catalysts in forming the 
Reatta Division.  Thanks to each of them for what 
we have today. 
 
Back in the early 1990’s  a group of Reatta owners 
had the notion to form a “club” for the Reatta.  Be-
cause of their thorough planning, we have the Re-
atta Division as we know it today.  When they 
looked into all the activities, rules, costs, insurance, 
national meets, etc., that it takes to form and run a 
well organized club, the decision was made to af-
filiate the Reatta club with the Buick Club of 
America. To my thinking,  this was brilliant.  How-
ever, it was not quite that simple.  At the time all of 
the clubs under the BCA were chapters with a de-
fined location.     The Reatta owners were scattered 
all over the U.S.    With the help of BCA board 
members Helen Hutchings and Bill Biche, the first 
“BCA Division” was founded as the  “Reatta Divi-
sion”; since then others have followed our lead in 
forming additional divisions. 
 
Reatta Division members Stan Leslie, Dennis Man-
ner, and Chuck SeKrenes created a new BCA judg-
ing form for “Modern Cars”,    something needed 
to judge modern cars that didn’t have wooden 
wheels and removable side windows.   This judging 
form is now used for several classes of cars in the 
400 point system. 
 
Some Reatta owners ask, “Why must we join the 
BCA to belong to the Reatta club”.   Step back and 
look at the big picture:  Being part of the BCA is a 
huge benefit.   The Reatta Division does not have 

the task of organizing and running a national meet.   
We ride on the coattails of the BCA National, thus 
creating a stronger affiliate which also enables our 
welcome at Buick shows across the country. 

Bob Peterson, John Forrette, Bob Neumann 
 
Since we have only one meeting a year,  you 
should also join your local Buick club and become 
part of their group...we are noticing a good number 
of “old” Buick collectors buying Reattas. Most re-
gional shows now have a Reatta class. 
 
Think about it, when was the last time Buick made 
a two passenger car?  The last listing I found was 
the 1940 business coupe; 48 years of Buicks with-
out a two passenger car. So how can anyone over-
look the absolute fact that REATTAS  will be a fu-
ture Buick collectable car. We just happened to get 
in on the front end of the trend. 
 
Why was I honored with this award?   I was just 
doing what I really love to do.  I started this Reatta 
trip just to keep our own Reatta in good shape.    
Over the years, questions would arise and if there 
were no answers, I would start a search.  Through 
other owners, networking, and reference calls,  
sometimes we would get an answer, though most of 
the time it just created another question.   So most 
everything I know about Reattas actually came 
from other Reatta owners,  and people who worked 
on the Reatta program: I have just accumulated and 
compiled the information. 
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View From My Workbench    
By George Madsen , Assistant Director  

Now that the holidays are behind us it is time for 
everyone to give some thought to attending the 
Buick Club of America National Meet in Flint, 
Michigan, July 16-19, 2008.  
 
While there is no host hotel, the Wingate Inn in 
Grand Blanc is reserved exclusively for the Reatta 
Division. If you have not yet made your reserva-
tions please think about doing so soon. About one 
half of the rooms are already taken. Kathy Olund 
is the Wingate contact person regarding Reatta Di-
vision reservations. She can be reached at  (810) 
694-9900. 
 

Lori Clemente and John vonBerg at Flint 2003 

Some of the events the Reatta Division members 
are looking forward to are: the Technical Meeting, 
the Reatta Rendezvous, Reatta Judging, and the 
Reatta Division Annual Meeting.     The Technical  
Meeting  will  include  speakers  from  the   Reatta  
Build and Design Teams as well as the Reatta Di-
vision. The Reatta Rendezvous will be a 20-40 
minute drive ending at a local restaurant.  
 
Saturday morning will be devoted to judging Reat-
tas. The Reatta Division will conduct its own judg-
ing in the Wingate parking lot. Because this year’s 
BCA meet is officially a non-judged event, we can 
include more of our Reatta Division members in 
this years judging; by having peer judging.  
 
This means that Reatta Division members will 
judge each others’ cars. Peer judging will also 
mean that modified and non-stock Reattas will be 
able to compete on an equal footing with show 
room stock versions.  
 
 
Schedule of Events for Reattas Only at Flint 
Thursday, July 17,  1-3pm   Tech sessions/Reatta 
Reunion 
5-8pm Rendezvous -  Drive and Dinner 
Saturday, July 19, 9-12noon Car Show at the 
Wingate.  Peer judging. Judging pointers 
3-5pm Reatta Annual Business Meeting, Awards 
for Car Show, Peterson Award. 

Where Do We Go from Here? 
Guest member comments by Fred Langille 

I have been a car nut most of my life; rallying, 
judging, selling, fixing and showing.  I’ve been an 
Army Battalion Motor Officer and driving instruc-
tor.  This Reatta we now have, a 1988 red/saddle 
coupe, #1543, with black rub strips, 6-way seat, is 
the first Buick I have ever owned.   
 
The recent Buick Bugle shows  two 1957s that can 
pointedly be referred to as resto-rods; the one 
coupe and the Caballero wagon were exquisitely 

done and are a tribute to the club and rosters.  So 
how does that relate to the Reatta?   Early rodders 
tried to make their cars go/stop/look better because 
they wanted to not only go faster, but better, as 
most of their cars needed work to run. 
 
The Reatta, with its  limited   production,  some-
times approaches  this  situation.    For  example,  I   
 
Continued on page 7 
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Reatta Marketplace - Cars and Parts For Sale 

Parts     You name it, I should have it.  John  810-730-9230 
 
Parts     Large inventory.  Reasonable prices.  Jim   jfinn@cpinternet.com 
     
1990 Convertible.  Red with saddle interior and top. Very well kept with just over 100,000 miles. 
 It has been the owner’s daily driver for four years; putting only 10,000 miles on it during that time. 
 Serviced routinely.  Asking $10,000 but will  listen to offers.   
 Located in Newman, Georgia (Atlanta area)  770-253-3959   dottiejohn@charter.net 
 

 
 
 
 

So I must dig deep for some other story but George 
better have this Rendezvous mystery solved by the 
spring newsletter or some people may be camping 
on his doorstep.  Watch for your reservation form 
and return it quickly to be included in this search.   
 
Reatta Division 
 
Fifteen years ago the BCA Board of Directors ap-
proved the request of a relatively small number of 
Reatta owners to form a new and different affiliate 
group to be a part of the Buick Club of America.  
 
We were opening new territories and covering 
more ground for the Buick Club of America as the 
divisions allowed membership from much larger 
areas.  Look at us, we set a precedent.  The BCA 
has since approved several other groups to be divi-
sions.  I think we are no longer the new kid on the 
block, even though our Buicks are usually the 
newer vehicles at the shows. 
 
In order for the Reatta Division to continue to be a 
leader, we can encourage the younger car enthusi-
asts to join us and the BCA.  The fascination of all 
the electronics found in the Reatta draws them but 
the  cost  of  a  Reatta  kept  some  from   investing.   
 

Now that the Reatta is closing in or the 20 year 
mark, they are rediscovering Reattas.   
 
Also we find that the older generation is  realizing 
that the Reatta is becoming highly collectible and 
because very few were produced, it is time to latch 
on to those which have been lovingly cared for or 
hidden away.  This gives us more reason to keep 
the Reatta Division a strong group of enthusiasts.   
 
The group of people you elect to keep things afloat 
is very important.  Annually you are given notice of 
the election of officers and appointments to the ad-
visory board.  Everyone should and can voice their 
opinions.  Ballots for the annual election will be in 
your spring newsletter.  Shouldn’t your name be on 
it?  Contact any officer to discuss your opinion or 
to volunteer. 

Editor’s Notes  
By Nancy Eaton (cont’d from page 3) 
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Director :  Bill Parks 
PO Box 1175 
Covington VA 24426 
540-962-2222 
Wparks22@aol.com 
 
Assistant Director:  George Madsen 
14560 South Oakley Avenue 
Orland Park IL 60462 
708-349-8878 
georgemadsen@att.net 
 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Ed Farnell 
440 Langford Road 
Blythewood, SC 29016 
803-754-6922 
reattaclub@aol.com 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Nancy Eaton 
20111 Deerfield Drive 
Georgetown, TX 78628 
512-869-5114 
reatta@texas.net 
 
Reatta Logo Wear Coordinator:  Carole Madsen 
14560 South Oakley Avenue 
Orland Park, IL 60462 
708-349-8878 
carolemadsen@att.net 
 
Web Site Address: 
http://www.reatta.org 
 
Web Road Master: 
Roberta Vasilow 
BUICKRACER@comcast.net 
 
BCA Technical Advisors—1988-1991 Reattas 
Barney Eaton   Art Kaufman                  
20111 Deerfield Drive 806 Brookside Lane 
Georgetown, TX 78628 Milbrae, CA 94030 
512-869-5114   650-583-8966 
barney@texas.net  artsauto7@cs.com 

  
 

Buick Club of America 
Officers & Key Division Positions 

Division 

Reatta Fun Fact: Over 90 separate parts were 
added to Reatta convertible bodies to stiffen and 
strengthen them. 

need a passenger vent window.  The rubber win-
dow facing is very chewed up . I used black electri-
cal tape, approximating the sheen of the rubber and 
double-stick picture hanger tape to fill in the hole.  
Not TOO bad, at least the window works without 
the passenger's hand guiding it up and down: Sav-
ing money to increase looks/running ability/safety. 
I have spent about $30 to fix two areas that might 
have cost about $600. With this line of thinking, 
going a resto-rod route seems logical, which is why 
there is a Modified Division in the BCA as well. 
 
In that light I am considering redoing the Reatta as 
a resto-rod.  I want to just use paint and some mi-
nor mods to ‘update’ “The Beast”,  in order to 
make it more contemporary.  If  I  powder-coat the 
rather dingy wheels, except the center hub cap and 
emblem, red to match the car, and keep the lip  pol-
ished,  it  makes  for  a  more  modern  look.  
 
Philistine you say?  If this were a 10,000 mile con-
vertible, perhaps; but it’s a 133K+ coupe.  The 
modifications will enhance its performance, safety 
and appearance. So why not judge it, not on origi-
nality, but on being a safer, more drivable car?   
 
In its first show, our Reatta passed the NSRA 
(National Street Rod Association) safety inspection 
while a VERY nice T-bucket roadster, failed.  The 
only thing they suggested was to have a fire extin-
guisher in the car; though not mandatory. 
 
I plan to drive our Reatta  across the USA and then 
to Europe.  Believe me, I’ll make it safe to drive. 
      

 Where Are We Going? 
(continued from page 5) 
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REATTA DIVISION 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Ed Farnell 
440 Langford Road 
Blythewood, SC 29016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Membership and Division Information 
 
Reatta Division membership dues are $10.00 per year.  Membership is for a twelve month period. 
 
Please note that a pink highlighter mark on the RDiv number on your mailing list means that your Reatta Division 
dues are due or overdue.  In order to continue receiving the Reatta Division newsletter, your RDiv membership status 
needs to be current. 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Reatta Division, BCA. 
Send all dues payments and address changes (please write your RDiv# on your check) to: 
Secretary/Treasurer, Ed Farnell, 440 Langford Road,  Blythewood, SC 29016. 
 
All Reatta Division members are required to be members of the national organization, the Buick Club of America, of 
which we are an authorized division. In order to continue receiving the Reatta Division newsletter, your BCA mem-
bership status needs to be current.  The national organization can be contacted as follows: Buick Club of America,  
PO Box 360775, Columbus, OH 43236 or by email at bcaoffice@buickclub.org 
 
Please send classified ads and newsletter submissions to: 
Newsletter Editor, Nancy Eaton, 20111 Deerfield Drive, Georgetown, TX 78628   email  reatta@texas.net 
 
Reatta Division meeting dates:  We normally meet once a year at the Buick Club of America National Meet. 
 
 


